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From the Editor-In-Chief 


The Runaway Dollar and Our Original Sin 


he strongest dollar we have witnessed in a generation, maybe more, continues to burn up currency 

markets, disrupting growth in emerging or developing economies like ours, and upending 
everything from the cost of a vacation abroad to the profitability of multinational companies. It is 
also making some central banks, or at least their currency departments, very nervous. In Bangladesh, 
despite a slew of measures being rolled out by the central bank over the entire summer to try and gain 
a foothold on the currency, taka slid to 120 against the dollar this week in the kerb market. 


That represented a Tk 25 differential between the inter-bank exchange rate set by Bangladesh Bank 
this week which was Tk 95 - an unprecedented gap that Shapla Chottor has been helpless to contain. 
We now have them clamping down on authorised dealers of foreign exchange, including banks, in a 
fairly drastic step to control the market. 


Licences of five foreign exchange dealers have been suspended, nine have been shut down while 
another 42 of these dealers have been served with show cause notices, out of a total 80 that were 
raided, for violating rules guiding trade in foreign exchange. More worryingly, it was learned that 
the central bank has ordered the removal of the treasury department chiefs of six banks - 5 locals, 
and | foreign bank -after finding evidence of bending the rules to make higher profits in the dollar 
trade against them. The treasury chiefs also contributed to inflating the dollar rate by preserving more 
dollars than they needed or the rules allow, claimed the central bank. 


Forex dealers in Bangladesh can hold on to a maximum of $25,000 (in foreign currency) at the 
close of each business day. Any foreign currency holdings beyond this limit has to be deposited 
in the foreign currency account held with the respective forex dealer’s bank. Also, the balance of 
the account cannot exceed more than $50,000 at any point of time. Interestingly, the dealers whose 
licences have been suspended were found holding unauthorised amounts of not just foreign currency 
(dollars, to be precise), but also local currency (taka). 


Where the dollar will eventually settle is obviously a very popular parlour game around the world 
right now. But make no mistake: the stakes are undoubtedly far higher for us in the global south. The 
dollar’s appreciation, that against taka was estimated at just over 9 percent in the first six months 
of the year, can erode some of the hard-earned gains from economic growth that Bangladesh has 
experienced. The fact that it has come at a time when the country has just learned to embrace the 
concept of foreign debt, in the period leading up to graduation from the LDC list, poses as one more 
policy challenge for the decade till 2031. 


According to an influential paper by the economists Barry Eichengreen, Ricardo Hausmann and Ugo 
Panizza, dependency on foreign-currency borrowing — and dollar-denominated debt in particular — 
tends to handicap developing nations, making it next-to-impossible for their domestic policy makers 
to use monetary and fiscal policy when exchange rates turn against them. They call it the ‘Original 
Sin’ of borrowing in foreign currency. Now it remains to be seen just how much of a price we pay for 
ours in the years ahead. LI 


Enayetullah Khan 


NATION 


THIS WEEK 


he High Court sought to know 

whether the government and 
Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC) 
have sought any specific information 
on the money deposited with Swiss 
banks by Bangladeshi citizens. The 
bench of Justice Md Nazrul Islam 
Talukder and Justice Khizir Hayat 
passed the suo moto order following 
reports published in the media on 
statements made by Switzerland 
Ambassador to Bangladesh Nathalie 
Chuard. The HC ordered state 
counsel Deputy Attorney General 
AKM Amin Uddin Manik and ACC 
lawyer Khurshid Alam Khan to 
convey the information to the court 
by Sunday (August 14, 2022). 
Appearing at the flagship program 
of the Diplomatic Correspondents 
Association, Bangladesh at the Press 
Club, Chuard said Bangladesh has 
never sought any specific information 
on the money deposited with the 
banks of Switzerland by Bangladeshi 
citizens. “We have provided the 
government with all available 
information on how to reach an 
agreement on these matters, but no 
request has been made about any 
particular funds,” she said. U 


Az has been filed against 46 
policemen of Bhola Sadar police 
station in connection with the 
death of Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal 
(JCD) leader Noor-e-Alam in police 
firing during a BNP rally on July 31. 
Iffat Zahan, wife of the deceased 
JCD leader, filed the murder case 


with Bhola Sadar Senior Judicial 
Magistrate Court, according to her 
counsel. Officer-in-Charge of Sadar 
police station Arman Hossain and 
Sub-Inspector Anis Uddin are among 
the accused. 


As part of BNP’s_ countrywide 
demonstration programme 
protesting the ongoing load shedding 
and mismanagement in the power 
sector, the leaders and activists of 
the party gathered in front of their 
district party office in Bhola on 
July 31, in a day of similarly-styled 
protests across the country. At one 
stage, police obstructed them when 
they tried to stage demonstrations 
at Kalinath Roy Bazar in Bhola. Police 
fired bullets and lobbed teargas shells 
that also killed local Swechchasebak 
Dal leader Abdur Rahim dead. UO 


he US dollar 

record-breaking spree in the 
country’s kerb (open) market, 
shooting up as high as Tk 119.9. The 
dollar started selling at Tk115-116 on 
Wednesday (Aug. 10) morning, but 
the rate had crossed the Tk119 mark 
by noon. Rising another Tk0.9 in the 
afternoon, it was last sold at Tk119.9. 
Meanwhile, those who used to buy 
and sell dollars on the streets were 
not procuring directly, fearing raids 
by law enforcement agencies and 
Bangladesh Bank. 
Customers were forced to pay Tk118- 
119.9 to buy cash dollars at money 
exchanges and open markets in 


continued its 


various areas of the capital, including 
Motijheel, on the day. Earlier in the 
week, Bangladesh Bank increased 
the price of the US dollar by Tk0.3 to 
Tk95, selling some $139 million from 
the reserve. Bangladesh Bank on 
Monday ordered the transfer of the 
heads of the treasury departments 
of six banks to their respective 
human resources departments for 
allegedly capitalising on the dollar 
price instability for additional 


profits. O 


| ndiahas forthe first time used aland 
port in Bangladesh to transport its 
goods in the northeastern state of 
Meghalaya from Kolkata for the first 
time as part of a bilateral accord, 
reported our sister newsagency 
UNB. A _— goods-laden vehicle 
reached Meghalaya from Kolkata on 
Wednesday, using Sylhet’s Tamabil 
land port under the ‘Agreement on 
the use of Chattogram and Mongla 
ports for movement of goods to and 
from India (ACMP)’. 

On 1 August, a goods-laden ship from 
Kolkata reached Mongla port on 7 
August. Under the consignment, a 
total of 16,380 metric tonnes of iron 
rods of Electro Steel Casting Ltd was 
sent to Meghalaya.Customs officials 
said under the ACMP, India started its 
transportation on an experimental 
basis after a trial run in 2020. In 
October, 2018, a deal was signed 
between India and Bangladesh to 
transport goods in north-eastern 
states of India using Chattogram and 
Mongla ports. O 
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WORLD 


THIS WEEK 


hina criticised a US law to 


encourage processor chip 
production in the United States 
and reduce reliance on Asian 
suppliers as a threat to trade and 
an attack on Chinese business. The 
law signed this week by President 
Joe Biden promises $52 billion in 
grants and other aid to investors in 
US chip factories. It responds in part 
to warnings that supplies might be 
disrupted if China attacks Taiwan, 
which produces up to 90% of high- 
end chips. China’s ruling Communist 
Party claims the self-ruled island as 
part of its territory. 
The measure will “disrupt 
international trade and distort global 
semiconductor supply chains,” said 
a Foreign Ministry spokesperson, 
Wang Wenbin. “China firmly opposes 
that.” Parts of the law “restrict 
companies’ normal investment and 
economic and trade activities in 
China,” Wang said, without giving 
details. Disruption in chip supplies 
following the coronavirus pandemic 
hampered production of goods 
from smartphones to autos and 
highlighted the world’s reliance 
on Taiwanese chips and Chinese 
factories that assemble most 
electronic devices. 


Piovirional results suggested a 
tight presidential race in Kenya 
between Deputy President William 
Ruto and Raila Odinga, a former 
prime minister With more than 90% 
of results posted from thousands 


of individual districts, local tallies 
of the raw data suggest little 
separates the pair. However it could 
be several days before the official 
result is known. The vote followed 
a campaign dominated by debates 
about living costs, unemployment 
and corruption. Turnout is estimated 
at around 64%, well short of the 80% 
in the last election five years ago. 

However, electoral commission head 
Wafula Chebukati has said this figure 
will go up once data comes in about 
voters who were verified manually, 
instead of via an electronic ID kit. 
Odinga, 77 -along-serving opposition 
leader, nicknamed Baba (“father”) 
by his supporters - is running for 
president for a fifth time. Mr Ruto, 
55, who has tried to emphasise his 
connection with ordinary Kenyans by 
calling himself a “hustler”, is taking 
his first stab at the presidency. UI 


ocal police announced= a 

breakthrough in the killings of 
four Muslim men in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico, charging a man from 
Afghanistan — himself a Muslim 
— with two of the slayings and 
identifying him as a prime suspect in 
the other killings that put the entire 
community on edge. Muhammad 
Syed, 51, was taken into custody a 
day earlier after a traffic stop more 
than 100 miles away, authorities 
said. 
Three of the four ambush shootings 
happened in the last two weeks. 
Police Chief Harold Medina said it 
was not clear yet whether the deaths 
should be classified as hate crimes or 
serial killings or both. Investigators 
received a tip from the city’s Muslim 
community that pointed toward 
Syed, who has lived in the U.S. 
for about five years, police said. 
Some reports have suggested the 


possibility that Syed, a Sunni Muslim, 
had targeted his victims over anger 
that his daughter had married a Shia 
Muslim. O 


Sins are tracking a new, 
animal-derived virus in eastern 
China that has infected at least 
several dozen people. The novel 
Langya henipavirus (LayV) was found 
in 35 patients in the Shandong 
and Henan provinces. Many had 
symptoms such as fever, fatigue 
and a cough. They are thought to 
have contracted the virus from 
animals. There is no evidence so far 
LayV can transmit among humans. 
Researchers detected the virus 
predominantly in shrews. 

The discovery was highlighted in a 
letter written by researchers from 
China, Singapore and _ Australia 
and published in the New England 
Journal of Medicine this month. 
One of the researchers, Wang Linfa 
from the Duke-NUS Medical School 
in Singapore, told China’s state-run 
Global Times that the cases of LayV 
found so far have not been fatal or 
very serious, so there is “no need 
to panic”. The scientists said LayV 
was found in 27% of shrews tested, 
suggesting the mole-like mammals 
may be “natural reservoirs” for the 
virus. UL) 
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COovER STORY 


Enayetullah Khan 


Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman Zz Shahabuddin Ahmed 


here are many qualities to 

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman, that we find in short supply 
in this day and age. Above all, one is 
struck by those that went towards 
making him sucha leader of men. The 
conviction to stand up for what he 
believed in. His boundless empathy 
for his fellow Bangladeshis. That 
commanding stature, the booming 
voice, the unshakeable faith. At a 
time when we may hardly hope to 
see any Bangladeshi at the top table 
of international affairs, we miss most 
someone with his natural charisma, 
that was so distinctively Bengali in 
its disposition and while being so, 
commanded the full respect of his 
fellow leaders. The commemoration 
of Children's Day to coincide with his 
birthday is fitting, for at a time when 
the national stage suffers from an 
acute leadership crisis, we may well 
wish for all children to be born with 
some of the qualities embodied in 
Bangabandhu. 


Who else could have inspired such 
a ragtag nation of 75 million to set 
aside all considerations of safety and 
security and wade into the terrifying 
waters of a struggle for independence, 
even as a disciplined occupying 
force stepped up an operation that 
brooked no mercy for dissenters? 
Bangabandhu himself, wasn't present 
to lead the war effort but the reason 
he was able to lead even in absence, 
was that throughout his entire 
political career prior to 1971, he had 
succeeded in convincing people of the 
courage in his convictions. You knew 
that if only he wasn't imprisoned by 
the Yahya regime in West Pakistan, 
Bangabandhu would have been on 
the frontline if needed to lead his 
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‘brothers’. Everyone knew if only he 
got the chance, there was nothing 
else he would rather be doing. The 
nearly ten months he spent in jail till 
that triumphant return on January 
10, 1972 must have been agonising 
for him. 


But before being taken away, on the 
historic date of March 7th of that 
year, at the Racecourse Maidan of 
Ramna, he had roused in his people 
the spirit of independence. The 
11-minute address he delivered 
underneath the glare of the sun that 
afternoon, has justifiably gone down 
as the greatest speech delivered 
in Bangladesh's history, that 
pronounced independence without 
proclaiming it, and set the stage for 
an inevitable victory, over the course 
of the next 9 months. 


That is why the liberated Bangladesh 
he returned to so readily accepted 
him as their leader. For anyone else, 
it would have been difficult to claim 
that mantle, given his inability to 
contribute to the war effort itself. 
Not Bangabandhu though. From 
the moment he was released, his 
concern for his people, both in a 
contemporary and historical sense, 
is very clear for all to see. And make 
no mistake, we were all his people, 
so that when he touched down at 
Heathrow for that famous press 
conference before being flown to 
Dhaka, there is hardly any irony 
in that baritone as he appeals to 
the international community, and 
especially the British in light of their 
colonial history in the region, to be 
mindful of the aid "my people", the 
citizens of the nascent nation, would 
require in order for a humanitarian 
catastrophe to be avoided there. 


Needless to say, our failure to repay 
the debt we owe him constitutes a 
blight upon our nationhood, that 
continues to haunt us till today. 
And regardless of the trial process 
that saw some of those responsible 


for the gruesome manner in which 
this titan was taken away from us 
brought to justice, my fear is it will 
continue to haunt us for a long time 
yet. The most alarming sign of this 
that | can see, happens to be our 
singular failure to produce another 
natural leader of note on the 
national stage, eventually resulting 
in the crisis of leadership that weighs 
us down today. Sure, some of the 
choices Bangabandhu made in the 
post-independence period failed 
to produce the desired results, and 
may well have been misguided. 
Although his critics almost always fail 
to account for the unprecedented 
difficulties of nation-building faced 
by newly independent Bangladesh 
in 1972. The burgeoning population 
and disaster-prone climate and 
geography were just two of the 
most obvious obstacles. The height 
of the Cold War, and how it would 
play out in far-flung theatres where 
most people hardly knew of the 
Soviet Union or the United States, let 
alone the cared about them or the 
ideologies they espoused, proved 
as much of a stumbling block to 
the dream of establishing a Golden 
Bengal as anything else. 


Irrespective of the later effort, that 
dream was worth nurturing, for it 
was laced with a glory we could 
never achieve while remaining the 
wrong half of Pakistan - even though 
Mujib the tireless campaigner had 
thrown himself into the effort to 
realise that nation in 1947. But once 
he recognised the bitter truth that 
emancipation for Bengalis lay not 
in Pakistan but in their own state, 
he had the magnanimity to come 
off it, instead of condemning his 
people to wallow in the wilderness 
of obduracy. That is why he was, and 
forever will be the Friend of Bengal, 
and owing to the belief that all 
Bengalis - regardless of caste, creed 
or colour - can collectively repose in 
his friendship, he will also be forever 
our leader. 
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Brig. General Jamil: A profile 
In duty and courage 


On a night when conspiracy was afoot and uncertainty gripped the 
city, and with the country’s leadership seemingly paralysed, Col Jamil 


did not shrink from doing his duty 


n the dawn of August 15, 1975, Bangabandhu Sheikh 

Mujibur Rahman made one of his final phone calls 
to his military secretary, the then Colonel Jamil Uddin 
Ahmad. He had been attacked, Bangabandhu told Col 
Jamil, and the residence on Road 32 was surrounded. 
Then the line went dead. 


On a night when conspiracy was afoot and uncertainty 
gripped the city, and with the country’s leadership 
seemingly paralysed, Col Jamil did not shrink from 
doing his duty. He called senior officers, including the 
chief of army staff, Gen Shafiullah, and told them to 
send in troops. He then ordered the Presidential Guard 
Regiment (PGR), charged to defend Bangabandhu, and 
headed for Road 32 immediately. 


Calmly holstering his service revolver, Jamil tried to 
reassure his wife and children: “Bangabandhu is in 
danger. How can | not go?” 


“Look after my daughters,” was his final request before 
he mounted his jeep and headed off into the darkness. 


Arriving in front of Sobhanbagh mosque, Col Jamil 
found that the PGR convoy had halted. He demanded 
to know the reason, and was told that there were army 
units ahead and that there was gunfire. He tried to 
convince the troops to march forward. 


Then realising that time was running out, he got into 
his jeep and prepared to drive into Road 32 himself. 


The valiant patriot was shot dead as he sat in his jeep 
and embraced martyrdom, trying to save the leader 
whom he had, like many others, sworn to protect. It 
was the steadfast adherence to his principles that 
guided Col Jamil in the final moments of his life. On a 
night when many brave souls hesitated, Jamil did not 
waver. It was the supreme test of courage and honour 
- and he passed with flying colours. 


Portrait of Brigadier General Jamil (Bir Uttam) 
by Artist Shahabuddin Ahmed 


It was not until about 2pm on August 16, 1975 that the 
family of Col Jamil learnt anything definitive about his 
fate. 


A call came from Gen Shafiullah, whom Col Jamil had 
asked at dawn to send troops to Bangabandhu’s rescue. 
Mrs Jamil answered the phone and the chief of army 
choked as he broke the news of her husband’s death. 
Bangladesh had lost a true patriot. 


A man of extraordinary character, Col Jamil had been 
held hostage in Pakistan during the Liberation War. 
But his integrity and professionalism as a career army 
officer led him to be appointed military secretary 
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Begum Anjuman Ara Jamil, widow of Brig. Gen. Jamil and a former MP, presents Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina a bouquet at Ganobhaban on 
15 April 2010. Prime Minister handed over a medal of the gallantry award Bir Uttam, a citation and the government notification promoting 


Col. Jamil to Brigadier General. 
to Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman in an 
independent Bangladesh. 


Gen Shafiullah, who had trained with Jamil at the 
Pakistan Military Academy, had this to say when 
remembering his slain comrade many years later: 
‘Jamil Bhai, myself, and the few Bangalee officers who 
were in Pakistan in those days had a regular liaison 
among ourselves. That was the time when Bangalee 
nationalism was at its budding stage. 


Asmembers ofthe majority of the population of Pakistan, 
we saw it the hard way how small our representations 
had been in the armed forces. Whenever we met, we 
used to talk about this. Jamil Bhai’s sense of nationalism 
was the strongest among us, and at times he would 
burst out in anger and desperation.” 


In 2010, Jamil was promoted posthumously to the 
rank of Brig General, and awarded the Bir Uttam in 
recognition of his valour as he was killed trying to save 
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib on the fateful morning of 
August 15, 1975. 


That the recognition was so late in coming is a sign of 
the polarisation of our country, where even supreme 
act of courage and sacrifice are seen through the lens 
of partisanship. For the nation it’s a belated reminder 
of the man’s greatness. 


And it also is a time to reflect on what the actions of 
this true hero mean to Bangladesh’s history in general. 


“Jamil’s soul will be in peace and | will also die in 
peace,” Jamil’s eldest daughter Tehmina Enayet said. 
“My father was an honest officer. I’m proud that my 
father sacrificed his life for such a great leader.” 


Brig Gen Jamil’s deeds outlive his mortal existence. 
He answered his country’s call, and did not hesitate to 
lay down his life in the line of duty. When the nation 
stood at a crossroads, Brig Gen Jamil displayed the 
moral courage that marks a great soldier and a true 
hero. LI 


Enayetullah Khan is Editor-in-Chief, 
United News of Bangladesh (UNB) & Dhaka Courier. 
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t is the courage of Bangabandhu -- Sheikh Mujibur 

Rahman you miss as you go through life. And vet it is 
something more, something of values that you associate 
with any remembrance of him. He embodied some of the 
finest traditions that self respecting people anywhere 
have throughout the course of history upheld in their lives. 
And among those values is the refusal to compromise, to 
undermine yourself through a convenient jettisoning of 
the ideals that;’our have always held dear. Even as the 
round table conference went on in Rawalpindi in 1969, 
President Ayub Khan suggested to Mujib that he take 
charge as Pakistan’s prime minister. The Bengali leader 
spurned the offer. It was a natural gesture on the part of 
a man who had defied the winds and_ the trends of the 
times to come forth with the Six Points in 1966. It was 
Bengal that mattered to him. Nothing else did, or would. 


It was all in character for Bangabandhu. He never flinched 


{ 
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from doing or saying anything he thought was right, 
or made good sense. In December 1969, as Bengalis 
remembered Huseyn Shaheed Suhrawardy on his death 
anniversary Sheikh Mujibur Rahman let them, and by 
extension the world outside their own parameters, 
know that thenceforth East Pakistan would be known 
as Bangladesh. One hardly needed proof that Mujib had 
come a long way. Back in 1957, he had caused not a little 
distress to Suhratvardy, then Pakistan’s prime minister, 
by asking him bluntly if Bengalis could not opt out of 
the state Jinnah had cobbled into shape. Suhrawardy 
reprimanded him for entertaining such thoughts. Mujib 
then simply bided his time. When it came, he knew the 
task he needed to perform. His dedication to the causes 
he espoused was complete and without ambiguity. His 
disillusionment with Pakistan having taken a firm shape 
by the early 1960s, he knew which part he needed to 
take. And he took resolutely. There was little room in him 
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for second thoughts 


Bangabandhu was the troubadour who moved through 
the hamlets and villages of Bengal, disseminating 
the message that freedom from colonial rule and 
emancipation from economic exploitation were of the 
essence. Go into the remote regions of the country and 
you will chance upon men who still recall their ‘Mujibor’ 
and everything he stood for. And what he stood for 
came alive assertively in 7921 when seventy five million 
Bengalis prayed for him even as he languished in solitary 
confinement in Pakistan~ - All politics, all religion in the~” 
year of tragedy and decision focused on Bangabandhu. An 
entire war of national liberation was shaped and waged 
in his name. It was no mean feat, one that Fidel Castro 
remarked on when he met Bangladesh’s founder at the 
Algiers non-aligned summit in 1973. That Bangabandhu 
was a tall man, and not just in the literal sense, was 
what delighted Castro. And it subdued other men, like 
Nigeria’s Yakubu Gowon. A hostile King Faisal of Saudi 
Arabia was quickly shocked into silence by the courage 
of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. Faisal, a man 
without vision, could not understand why the Bengalis had 
driven Pakistan out of their lives. Mujib then lectured him 
soundly on what Islam signified, and how the Pakistanis 
had distorted the faith. Principles, then, were what served 
as Mujib’s fundamental political premise. When Zulfikar 
Ali Bhutto came calling in January 1971, clearly to ask 
for a share of power with the majority Awami League, 
Bangabandhu made it clear that Bhutto’s People’s Party 
needed to be where the electoral judgment had placed 
it, in parliamentary opposition. It was a position he would 
maintain in the tumultuous season of March 1971, despite 
the growing pressure on him to relent. The Six Points 
could not be trifled with. And when the Pakistan army 
tried to shoot them down, he went for a single point: he 
declared the nation’s independence before being seized 
by the army. i 


There was always prescience in Mujib’s pronouncements. 
He calmly told a western journalist at the height of the 
Agartala Conspiracy Case trial in 1968, ‘You know, they 
can’t keep me here for more than six months.’ In the event, 
he was a free man in the seventh month. Throughout the 
1960s and early 1970s he went on reassuring Bengalis 
that freedom would come into their lives. And it did. He 
prepared for freedom in the way only a man believing in 
constitutional politics would. He was not revolutionary, 
which was why he was not willing to go for a direct 
confrontation with the Pakistan government. Neither 
was he an adventurist, for which reason lie warded off 
all calls for a unilateral declaration of independence on 7 
March 1971. And vet the oratory of the day remains part 
of history, of the Bengali psyche, for everything it pointed 


to, for the clear set of guidelines he left for his people 
to follow in the event of his absence from the political 
scene. It was these guidelines that Bengalis worked on for 
nine months. His words, his image, his idealism served as 
a metaphor for the armed struggle for freedom. By the 
time the state of Pakistan took flight from Bangladesh on 
16 December 1977, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman had evolved 
further, into a liberator in the mould of Simon Bolivar, in 
the mould of everyone who had ever traversed a path 
to collective freedom. On a January day in 1972, as he 
spoke to the world on his arrival in London from Pakistani 
incarceration, he knew he had turned into an embodiment 
of history. He spoke of the joy of freedom inherent in the 
epic liberation struggle that the 1977 war had been. 


Humility and basic decency defined Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman. He never forgot names and always remembered 
faces, even those he had come across in his youth. He 
surprised the Indian journalist Nikhil Chakravartty when 
the latter turned up at Bangabandhu’s news conference 
in late January 1972 in Dhaka. The two men had not met 
since 1946 and Chakravartty certainly did not expect Mujib 
to remember him. He was mistaken. As Bangabandhu 
entered the room, his gaze fell on the journalist. Then 
came the question, ‘Aren’t you Nikhil?’ The rest hardly 
needs to be recounted. Bangabandhu remembered 
the names of simple men, of peasants and labourers 
inasmuch as he recalled the names of unknown political 
workers. It was a trait that endeared him to millions, who 
then spotted in him a guiding spirit who would light their 
way out of the dark woods. His respect for academics was 
beyond question, as men like Professor Razzaque and Dr. 
Abdul Matin Chowdhury would know. 


Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was a natural. He laughed 
uproariously, and deeply. Anecdotes made him double 
over with laughter. He himself was a purveyor of tales 
garnered through his travels all across Bengal. A sense of 
humour, undiminished despite the long years in prison, 
marked him out from other politicians. When Abdus 
Samad Achakzai remarked, on meeting him in 1970, 
that Ayub Khan had turned him into an old man, he 
riposted, ‘Ayub Khan turn ko bhi buddha bana diva hum 
ko bhi buddha bana diya’ (Ayub Khan has made you an old 
man and has made me an old man as well). Welcoming 
Bangabandhu to his country in 1974, Sheikh Zayed bin 
Sultan al Nahiyan of the United Arab Emirates noted that 
like him Mujib was a sheikh. ‘But there is a difference’, 
said Bangladesh’s leader. ‘| am a poor sheikh’. Both men 
burst into laughter. 


And that is the story of a man who scaled the heights of 
greatness and yet did not lose touch with the dew on the 
grass. Here was a Caesar. When comes such another? L) 
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CONVERSATION 


As relayed to Knayetullah Khan on 16 August 1987 


Interview by Enayetullah Khan 


n August 16th, 1987 in an exclusive interview with Dhaka Courier 

Editor-in-Chief Enayetullah Khan, Sheikh Hasina spoke in details 
about her father Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and the political 
change over of 15 August 1975. On the occasion of the 47th anniversary 
of Bangabandhu's assassination, we reproduce the interview. 


e met Sheikh Hasina at her residence at 

Mahakhali. It was quite early in the morning 
and she had not taken her breakfast yet. Barefoot 
and wearing a shuti sharee, the leader of Awami 
League and eldest daughter of Bangabandhu spoke 
to us for almost an hour. The subjects ranged from 
her childhood memories to the current trends in 
Bangladesh politics. She was frank, and surprisingly 
informal. Here we publish her views: 


Bangabandhu was one man who loved this country 
and his countrymen, and there is no way to deny this 
tact. He had dedicated his life for the people of this 


country, and he died for them. The people did not 
get an opportunity to express their sorrow and anger 
after his murder because of the strict administrative 
control. The killers had not allowed the people to 
shed tears after his death. They were even afraid to 
pronounce the name of Bangabandhu. As a matter of 
tact, dead Bangabandhu was no less a worry for them. 
This is an irony of fate that Bangabandhu without 
whom the history of the country cannot be written, 
is now absent from the official history. They can make 
all such attempts, but how do you think they can 
write the history of this country without recognizing 
Bangabandhu's contribution? Who else had stood 
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as fiercely for the rights and interests of the people 
of Bangladesh? During the Pakistan period, we were 
subjected to every possible discrimination. In the 
army, for example, they wouldn't recruit us, because 
they said Bengalis are short, they lack courage. Wasn't 
it Bangabandhu who stood up to fight for the interest 
of these Bengalis? The liberation war had continued 
for long nine months. Yes he was absent from the 
field of war, but it was in his name that the heroic 
boys of our land went to the war and embraced 
martyrdom. It was just one name Bangabandhu that 
inspired many million Bengalis to defy all threats. Joy 
Bangla was their slogan, and. it was not just Awami 
League's slogan. How ironic that Joy Bangla has now 
been banished by the authority. It seems as if the 
Awami Leaguers done had fought for the liberation 
war and the slogan was used by them only. No, it is 
not true. It is also most unfortunate that the killers of 
Bangabandhu are still free. They were given important 
diplomatic assignments, they have been promoted 
in their jobs. The self confessed killers, when they 
organize meetings to explain to commoners their 
massacre, are given police protection now. 


The people who had assumed power did not let 
the people go into "protest movement" after 
Bangabandhu's death. But there had been individual 
protests. Mass movement did not take place because 
of the administration's strict control. Yes, | know 
movements are meant to be against control and 
authority. But you should give the people time to 
get organized. Look what's happening today. The 
spontaneous protest against the killing is a fresh 
proof that people had not forgiven the killers of 
Bangabandhu. 


Some people speak about fall of Bangabandhu's 
government. No. His government did not fall, he was 
simply assassinated. As a matter of fact, | don't even 
call it a military coup. A coup is when the entire army 
participates. In case of Bangabandhu this did not 
happen. Some ousted officers and a section of the 
army had engineered the assassinations call this an 
act of banditry. They sneaked into the house at night 
and killed him. 


Bangabandhu's killing was also politically motivated. 
Bangabandhu had liberated the country after twenty 
three years of hard struggle. During the liberation war, 
it became clear who was on which side. The forces in 
and outside the country who had aided and supported 
the genocide by the Pakistan army obviously did not 
want Bangabandhu to consolidate his authority inside 
the country. These people had opposed the liberation, 


they also opposed Bangabandhu alter the liberation. 
They started to conspire against him immediately 
after his return from the Pakistani prison. The famine 
of 1974 was only a phase of this conspiracy. You may 
recall, in 1973, because of the oil crisis, the world was 
undergoing its worst recession. It was followed by 
flood and cyclone. Bangabandhu did know about the 
impending crisis. He had made all efforts and made all 
arrangements to import food grains from abroad. But 
the ships carrying the grains did not arrive on time. | 
have seen my father worrying about this crisis. At the 
time of cyclone | remember he spent all night praying. 
A man who spends all night praying to save his 
countrymen from the scourge of cyclone how can he 
allow the occurrence of such a famine? Besides, rice 
had been sold at taka ten only for a few days. Most of 
the time it was sold at taka 3-3.50. How about now? 
Were things worse than what it is now? As a matter of 
fact when Bangabandhu was assassinated, the worst 
of the crisis was over. The country was stable. The 
conspirators had made all efforts, but when they saw 
they had all failed, they hatched up the conspiracy of 
assassinating Bangabandhu. 


| tell you one thing. Had Bangabandhu wanted to stay 
in power at any cost, he could have done so through 
his Awami League- there was no second party in 
the country. And he could rule through his Awami 
League. But in order to unite all the patriotic forces, 
he had floated a common platform. He had wanted all 
of them to work untidily for a better Bangladesh. He 
had included the government officials he had invited 
the army in the new forum. He had hoped all would 
come forward to help build the country, | had spoken 
with Bangabandhu about this and he explained to 
me several times. Unfortunately he was not given 
the chance. There had been all kinds of propaganda 
against Bangabandhu, but the truth will come out 
one day. 


The politics of assassination had started with 
Bangabandhu's murder. Now we_ have only 
assassinations, no more politics. Now you come to 
power not through politics, but you get into politics. 
We've never tried the killers of Bangabandhu. If a killer 
is not punished for his crime and instead given reward, 
naturally he will be encouraged, This process must be 
changed. We must learn to assume power through 
politics and must go through a proper democratic 
process. As long as the killers of Bangabandhu are 
not tried and unless we initiate a truly democratic 
process and we agree to come into power through 
political means, this process of conspiracy cannot be 
reversed. L) 
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Book REVIEW 


Bangabandhu: Epitome of a Nation 
By Enayetullah Khan 


Reviewed by Shayan S. Khan 


he Liberation War is a seminal 

event in history for every 
Bangladeshi. It is a source of 
both horror and ultimately glory, 
wrought in the unlikeliest of 
circumstances, where a population 
of poets and farmers, under 
occupation by one of the strongest 
militaries in the world, with a just 
cause as its only weapon, fought 
and won its independence. It is 
one of the great, affirming stories 
that help to restore our faith 
in humanity, that might is not 
right, that no amount of military 
prowess can indefinitely suppress 
a people’s yearning to be free. 
And none of it would have been 
possible without the peerless 
leadership of Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman - the subject of 
the volume under review. 


To his enduring credit, author 
Enayetullah Khan, a_ leading 
entrepreneur as founder and 
managing director of The Cosmos 
Group, has through all his success 
never quite let go of his early tryst 
with journalism (he even taught in 
the journalism department, before 
discovering his penchant for 
enterprise), and the written word. 
Be it through a steady stream 
of output on subjects ranging 
from archaeology to nature 
conservancy, or his continued 
stewardship as editor-in-chief of 
Dhaka Courier and UNB. 


He is of the generation that came 
under the man’s influence such 
that they swore by Bangabandhu 
as their leader and still do so 
today. Bangabandhu - Epitome of a 
Nation is a labour of love wrought 


BANGAB 


EPITOME OF A NATION 


EnayetullahKhan | 


in the signature style of Khan’s 
publishing house, Cosmos Books: 
certified scholarship in a visually 
stunning setting, capturing historic 
moments, for a book (hardback) 
to be something more than the 
words, for it to be inspiring. 


In their execution, Khan, who is 
known to maintain a hands-on 
presence even for many titles not 
authored by him, often recalls the 
role of the auteur in film theory. 
Here, as always, Khan consults 
the leading experts in the field 
for the shaping of his narrative, 
all the better for it to maintain its 
stamp of authority. For this volume 
we have redoubtables such as 


Professor Anisuzzaman and Dr 
Mofidul Hoque, among others. 


Here, side by side with the 
significant waypoints along the 
way, are the images of the life of 
Bangabandhu, of the Bangladesh 
that might’ve been, and they sear 
you still. A leader who doesn’t 
maintain his distance, who _ is 
so naturally of the people? It’s 
there in the photographs pooled 
together from a variety of historic 
sources, turning up some rare 
items. So where do you suppose 
Bangabandhu might have been 
on arguably the most important 
date in the Indian Subcontinent’s 
violent and tumultuous 20th 
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century, Partition 1947? It’s 
included here among the images, 
depicting a historic setting worthy 
of meditation. 


In keeping with the growing idea 
of print being more than a store 
of words, some of the _ historic 
documents also come with their 
own QR codes, so they may be 
explored on one’s smartphone, 
which in itself opens up whole 
new avenues for learning. By using 
the innovation one may read Syed 
Badrul Ahsan’s excellent, judicious, 
translation of Bangabandhu’s 
immortal March 7th speech (when 
Khan was in the audience with the 
late Mishuk Munier) in English 
while listening to a recording of 
the original, and still appreciate 
its remarkable flow in another 
language. 


How Bangabandhu, from that 
incredibly touching start, launches 
into a historic condemnation of 
the Bengali people’s, his people’s, 
life as Pakistanis, and packs it in 
with a call to independence, in 
11 electrifying minutes, sprinkled 
with debriefings on meetings 
with the West Pakistanis, sundry 
instructions on how to observe the 
non-cooperation movement, and 
punctuated throughout by a rising, 
unrelenting, soaring cry for justice. 


That shift in momentum that 
Bangabandhu represents in 
the history of his people. In a 
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nation’s becoming, its stirring, its 
epitomising, to the point that it 
moves history, marks him out as 
one of the giants among all the 
leaders of independent nations, 
that the world witnessed in the 
second half of the 20th century. 
This book never veers from that, 
while also capturing some of the 
inspiration that he offered. Its 
there in the series of paintings 
by Shahabuddin, some of which 
appear here from Khan’s personal 
collection. The canvases like vast 
oceans of history, upon which 
Bangbandhu has struck for his 
people. 


The narrative follows that 
singularity in Bangabandhu - a 
leader for the East Bengalis, such 
as there hasn’t been before or 
since, as he emerges, and remains 
by them always, as he grows, and 
yet remains by them only, always 
maintaining a conversation with 
his people, always giving them a 
voice, in that booming baritone 
for the ages. And when they make 
it eventually, against unspeakable 
odds, you know they did it for him 
only. Hecertainly does, at Heathrow 
in that classic press conference, 
oozing the charisma of a liberated 
nation. Like all worthy heroes, the 
end must remain tragic. But while 
it lasted, there was a magic. That 
is what the volume under review 
attempts to recreate. And must 
be commended for doing a mighty 
good job of it too. 
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Bangladesh, China to work together with patience to achieve 


development goals 


AKM Moinuddin 


Biren and China have agreed to work with 
“patience” to achieve their development goals 
ignoring “provocations” and overcoming “obstructions” , 
noting that peace and stability are required for a country’s 
further progress. 


Chinese State Councilor and Foreign Minister Wang Yi 
spent less than 18 hours in Dhaka during his August 6-7 
visit which was described as “politically very significant” 
by his Bangladesh counterpart Dr AK Abdul Momen. 


The Chinese side assured that they will always remain 
beside Bangladesh in its development journey and will 
work together to take the existing good relations to a new 
height. 


Foreign Minister Momen saw Wang off at Hazrat Shahjalal 
International Airport and briefed the media at the Ministry 


of Foreign Affairs on August 7. He said there has been 
discussion on the Global Development Initiative (GDI) but 
no talks on Global Security Initiative (GSI), Belt and Road 
Initiative (BRI) or new Chinese loans. Bangladesh will 
further study the proposal regarding the GDI as it keeps 
receiving various proposals from its partner countries. 


Wang, who doubles as the Chinese State Councilor, had 
an hour-long bilateral meeting with Momen at a city hotel 
before his meeting with Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina at 
her official residence Ganobhaban. 


During the meeting, he said China will continue supporting 
Bangladesh's development journey, describing Dhaka as 
their "strategic development partner". 


The Chinese foreign minister said Beijing will support 
Dhaka on all issues at international forums too, said PM's 
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The signed documents are certificate 
of hand-over and acceptance of 
the China-aided project of the 8th 
Bangladesh-China Friendship Bridge, 
MoU on the plan of special assistance 
of disaster prevention and reduction; 
cultural and tourism exchange 
programme for the period from 
2023 to 2027 and MoU between 
University of Dhaka and First Institute 
of Oceanography, Ministry of Natural 
Resources of China for cooperation 
on marine science and technology. 


Rohingya Crisis 


Agriculture Minister Muhammad Abdur Razzaque received the Chinese State Councilor and 
Foreign Minister Wang Yi on his arrival at Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport on August 
6, 2022. Photo: PID 


Press Secretary Ihsanul Karim. 


The Chinese foreign minister said Bangladesh made 
unprecedented development under the leadership of 
PM Hasina. He said China will also extend support to 
Bangladesh for the development of the digital economy. 


At the meeting, the prime minister sought China's help to 
resolve the Rohingya issue, saying the displaced people 
are an extra burden for Bangladesh. 


In reply, the Chinese minister said his country expects that 
the issue will be solved through the bilateral discussions 
between Bangladesh and Myanmar. If it needs tripartite 
intervention over the issue, China will play its role, he 
added. 


The Bangladesh side sought Chinese efforts at expediting 
development projects agreed earlier for their timely 
implementation. 


Momen said the two sides also discussed ways to 
minimize trade gap between the two countries and China 
has agreed to add more products in the list of duty-free 
access to the Chinese market from September. 

The Chinese side agreed to issue visas for Bangladeshi 
students paving their return to China immediately. 
Currently, around 5000 Bangladeshi students studying in 
China are waiting to return to the campuses there. 


4 Cooperation Documents Signed 
State Minister for Foreign Affairs Md. Shahriar Alam said 


Bangladesh and China signed four bilateral documents to 
boost cooperation between the two countries. 


“We must stop it (worsening situation 
in Rohingya camp),” Shahriar said 
while responding to a question on 
the Rohingya issue. 


He said the Chinese side said they are committed and 
they will remain committed and will do their best to find 
the solution to the Rohingya crisis. 


China has said his country is sincerely working to find 
a solution to the Rohingya crisis terming Myanmar a 
difficult country to handle. 


“Myanmar is a difficult country. We are sincerely working 
to resolve the crisis and will continue our efforts in the 
future. He (Minister Wang) stated it very clearly. It’s 
a difficult country and difficult to handle,” Agriculture 
Minister Muhammad Abdur Razzaque told reporters 
quoting the Chinese Foreign Minister as saying. 


Razzaque, who received the Chinese Foreign Minister 
upon his arrival at Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport 
on August 6, conveyed to Minister Wang that Bangladesh 
is unable to bear such a big burden as the country has 
limited resources. 


The Agriculture Minister said there is an impact on social 
security and social stability of the country due to the 
presence of over 1.1 million Rohingyas in Bangladesh. 


‘It’s a big threat to our national security,’ he told 
the Chinese Foreign Minister after welcoming him to 
Bangladesh. 

“One-China” Policy 


The Chinese Foreign Minister thanked Bangladesh for 
reiterating Dhaka’s firm adherence to ‘One China’ policy 
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Chinese State Councilor and Foreign Minister Wang Yi visited the Bangabandhu Memorial 
Museum at Dhanmondi-32 and paid tribute to Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman. There he signed the visitors book. August 6, 2022. Photo: PID 


and sought Bangladesh on its side as Beijing seeks a 
“shared future” for all the countries. 


The State Minister said Minister Wang explained those 
issues in detail to Bangladesh, noting that some countries 
“misunderstand and misinterpret” them and they need to 
follow international rules. 


Before the Chinese Foreign Minister’s visit, Bangladesh 
reiterated her firm adherence to ‘One China’ policy and 
urged the parties concerned to resolve their differences 
in accordance with the UN Charter and through 
dialogue. 


“We hope it will not further aggravate...the world can’t 
afford to have another crisis,” said Shahriar Alam, adding 
that the world is going through enough crises. 


Bangladesh urged all parties concerned to exercise utmost 
restraint and refrain from any actions that may aggravate 
tensions and undermine peace and stability in the region 
and beyond, said the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 


Minister Wang visited Bangabandhu Memorial Museum 
at Dhanmondi-32 and paid tribute to Father of the Nation 
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. He signed visitors’ 
book there. Shahriar Alam received the Chinese Foreign 
Minister at the Bangabandhu Memorial Museum. 


Shared Benefits 


The long-standing friendship between Bangladesh and 
China is accelerating the development of both countries, 
promoting common prosperity and shared benefits, says 
the Chinese Embassy in Dhaka. 


“We believe this friendship will 
take the two countries to unlimited 
heights. Happy Friendship Day, dear 
Bangladesh,” it said in a post on its 
verified Facebook page. 


Both countries have considered each 
other indispensable partners for the 
past 47 years, with a strong belief in 
the principles of mutual respect for 
sovereignty and territorial integrity, 
and mutual non-aggression, said 
the embassy highlighting non- 
interference in each other’s internal 
affairs, equality and mutual benefit, 
and peaceful coexistence. 


Wang elaborated on _ China’s 
standing on Taiwan and appreciated 
Bangladesh’s consistent one-China policy. 


Magic Tool 


Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi has stressed that 
the principle of non-interference in internal affairs is 
the “golden rule” for state-to-state relations and the 
“magic tool” for developing countries to safeguard their 
sovereignty and security. 


“We appreciate those countries for their understanding 
and support for China’s position,” said the Chinese Foreign 
Ministry in a media release. 


As unilateral bullying acts happen from time to time in 
today’s world, the international community should reach 
an even clearer consensus and speak even louder, so as 
to jointly uphold the basic norms governing international 
relations and international law, and safeguard the 
legitimate rights and interests of all developing countries, 
said media release circulated by the Chinese Embassy 
here on Monday. 


The world needs China’s strength and voice, and 
Bangladesh will stand firmly with China, China said 
highlighting discussions between the two Foreign 
Ministers. 


Some countries do not want to see developing countries 
grow and become strong, and do everything possible to 
create various obstacles, according to a media release 
on the meeting between Foreign Minister Dr AK Abdul 
Momen and his Chinese counterpart Wang Yi. 


The two sides agreed on strengthening cooperation 
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Foreign Minister Dr AK Abdul Momen bids farewell to Chinese State Councilor and Foreign 
Minister Wang Yi at Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport on August 7, 2022. Photo: PID 


in infrastructure, economic and industrial parks, and 
people-to-people and cultural exchanges, to expand 
cooperation in local currency settlement, 5G and clean 
energy. 


Wang Yi announced that China’s grant of zero-tariff 
treatment for 98 percent of taxable items of Bangladeshi 
products exported to China will officially take effect on 
September 1. 


China welcomes more superior products from Bangladesh 
to the Chinese market, the media release reads. 


Bangladesh expects to strengthen the alignment and 
cooperation between the “Sonar Bangla” dream and the 
Belt and Road Initiative, to speed up the achievement of 
Bangladesh’s vision and goals, it said. 


Exports to China 


The extension of duty-free treatment to 98% of tariff 
lines will help Bangladesh to further increase its exports 
to China, the Chinese Embassy in Dhaka said Tuesday. 
A tariff line is World Trade Organization-jargon for a 
product as defined in lists of tariff rates. 


Wang during his recent visit to Bangladesh, announced 
that the duty-free treatment of 98% of goods in the 
different tariff lines originating from Bangladesh will take 
into effect on September 1. 


This will further help to boost Bangladesh’s export to 
China, said the Embassy. But what if the new products 
added to the list find no demand in China? That is why 
some perusal of the new tariff lines, and just how many 


the 1% rise represents, is important. 


China has been providing duty-free 
facility to 97 percent of Bangladeshi 
products, including all garment 
products, since July 1, 2021. We 
now know that 383 new products, 
including leather items, have been 
added to the list now, thereby 
expanding the benefit to 98 percent 
of the products. 


Here the Chinese side is keen to 
point to the addition of leather 
products from Bangladesh that will 
now enjoy duty free access to the 
huge Chinese market. Several kinds 
of basic leather products added into 
the 98% zero-tariff lines are “good 
news” to Bangladeshi exporters in the leather industry, 
which the Chinese have been really playing up as an 
industry with huge potential in Bangladesh. 


Businessmen in the leather industry have already been 
focusing on the opportunity provided by the duty-free 
treatment, according to the Chinese Embassy. 


Programs are even underway to facilitate Chinese 
manufacturing enterprises related to leather products 
to form business relations with Bangladesh’s leather 
exporters, it said. 


Bangladesh has many high-quality agricultural, livestock 
and fishery products too, many of which have been 
added to the list. 


For example, China said, the national fish of Bangladesh, 
the hilsa, is among both the 97% and the 98% zero 
tariff lines, and has already acquired the inspection and 
quarantine access to the Chinese market. 


Bangladesh’s mango, jackfruit, guave, honey, and beef 
are all listed as duty free products in both the 97% and 
the 98% tariff lines. 


Varied by different categories of tariff lines, compared 
with duty-free treatment on 97% tariff lines, there are 
several hundred products now added to the list in getting 
to the 98%. 


Some of these are agricultural products, crude oil of 
groundnut, crude cotton-seed oil, liquid crystal display 
panel, paper product, saloon cars and chemicals, are all 
included. U) 
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B Focus 


Afsan Chowdhury 


China and Bangladesh: 
~ The hours of confusion? 


Chinese State Councilor and Foreign Minister Wang Yi, center left, and his Bangladeshi counterpart A.K. Abdul Momen applaud as both 


countries sign agreements in Dhaka, Bangladesh, Sunday, Aug.7, 2022. Photo: AP/UNB 


Be ministers and leaders have been saying 
so many things that are contradictory and making 
so many claims that if there is one seriously confused 
public, it’s the people of this land. From claims to great 
achievement in every sector made by Ministers regularly, 
we have gone to admissions of desperation. It’s almost a 
riches to rags overnight story. 


The Energy minister has said that the national economy 
may go bankrupt if such extreme measures were not 
taken including the price hike. The economic ‘near miracle 
“which everyone including international institutions were 
saying is Bangladesh has been replaced as a state with 
a reasonable flop profile. Sri Lanka comparisons have 
become so common that one wonders if any state identity 
is left intact. Meanwhile the Sino-Bangla relations seem 
to have gained a puzzle or two going by the speculations 


of the Chinese Foreign Minister’s visit, co-incidence of 
the US minister also visiting and the global complications 
around the Taiwan crisis. 


China is facing a not-so--easy phase and super power 
vulnerabilities start to show. The US lived in happier super 
power times when messing around the world had a lower 
cost but globalization has made everything intricately 
linked. It now seems invading Taiwan is not such a simple 
matter and big powers invading smaller ones also have to 
pay for it. 


While Nancy Pelosi triggered a “confrontational” situation, 
it also points to the fact that China is not the only player in 
town in that region. Taking over Taiwan would be great for 
China but no longer a certain success. No one is sure after 
the Ukraine war that wars and invasions are really safe 
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investments in today’s globalized military and economic world. 
In case of a China -US —Taiwan war 


The US isn’t saying what it will do if such a war breaks out but the US can’t afford 
not to get involved if it does happen. Each time Taiwan has been threatened 
in the past, America has sent ships and troops. Should guns be fired, chances 
of returning that fire is there. But an attack on Taiwan even without the US 
interfering would not be easy. 


Taiwan has a modern army, equipped with American weapons but most 
importantly, they have been readying for a Chinese invasion for long. Taiwan's 
main island is larger than Belgium and is surrounded by dozens of smaller 
islands. Understandably, resistance would be intense and fighting would take 
place, island by island. 


But Taiwan is also one of the most densely-populated countries in the world so 
civilian casualties would probably be high. That makes wars unpopular. 


Economic sanction against each other, the world's two largest economies — will 
cripple the global economy at large. Taiwan is close to shipping channels and if 
disrupted, China could deeply hurt the global economy including China’s own. 
Taiwan is the world's single-largest manufacturer of semiconductors which 
are used to make computer chips and a stoppage of production would cause 
shortages of everything from computers to smartphones and cars. 


BD and China 


Given China as it parades now, a war can’t be dismissed and the diplomatic 
moves, including in Bangladesh, shows aggressive intent in mobilizing support. 
Bangladesh has always been a One-China policy follower so why it was so 
necessary to reinstate Bangladesh’s support is not clear. 


Meanwhile, Bangladesh has sought support on the Rohingya repatriation issue 
which has no chance of succeeding. China needs Myanmar no matter how 
bad it looks and behaves including hanging activists and showing thumbs to 
all. Dhaka is full of speculation that in view of Bangladesh’s current economic 
health, it sought help from China and this was not met positively. China was 
not keen to do the same in either Pakistan or Sri Lanka either. However, this 
sounds more like tea wala gossip but indicates how nervous everyone is. 


While none knows the answer if made to the Chinese, the response of the 
Finance Minister discussing economic issues included a critique of BRI, perhaps 
the first from such a senior policy leader. The Minister said that BRI projects 
should be better analyzed by China and many have not gained the kind of 
returns it should have or was expected. He warned that developing countries 
should be more careful of BRI projects before taking them on. 


Whether this has an implication beyond a casual statement is not known but 
it’s clear the situation is not black and white. China has lost a bit of its shine in 
South Asia after the Sri Lankan mess and smaller countries may be carrying out 
course correction strategies on mutual relations. However, once Bangladesh 
starts paying its big debts in a year or two, it will be clear if BRI has a future in 
Bangladesh or not. Till then breath holding won’t help. LJ 
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B REFLECTIONS 


Dr. Rashid 

Askari 

eorge Washington recognized 

his wife Martha as "an 
unalterable affection which 


neither time or distance can 
change"; Mahatma Gandhi 
considered his wife 
Kasturba as "the power 


behind his force"; 
Lenin viewed his wife 
Nadezhda Krupskaya 
as "a_ revolutionary 
wife and comrade"; 
Churchill regarded 
his life "impossible 


without his wife 
Clementine’; Martin 
Luther King Jr. appraised 
his wife Coretta as one 
"without whose love, 
sacrifices, and loyalty neither 
life nor work would bring 
fulfillment"; and Mujib discovered 

in his wife Sheikh Fazilatunnesa "a 
woman to depend on". This dependence 
helped him take up the struggle for independence. 
Really and truly, she was his wife, companion, 
comrade and muse in life and death. Reliance on her 
has been one of Mujib’s main motivations. 
Bangabandhu himself would say: “I have two 
dependencies in my life. One is my self-confidence, 
and the other is my wife.” Whatever he has achieved 
in his life can be attributed both to his self-confidence 
and his wife’s continued support. In his long struggle 
for independence he had been accompanied by the 
glorious woman, Sheikh Fazilatunnesa Mujib. 


There is an old famous saying that behind every great 
man there is a great woman. In case of Sheikh Mujib, 
his great wife Sheikh Fazilatunnesa was the woman. 
Her life was intimately connected with the life of 
Mujib. The blood of the traditional Sheikh family of 
Tungipara was flowing through the veins of both of 
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them. When Sheikh Fazilatunnesa was 
only three years old and Mujib was 
thirteen, their legal guardians 
decided to get them married. 
Later, when she was eight, 
Mujib married her and 
brought her home. 
The life of Sheikh 
Fazilatunnesa revolved 
around Mujib, the 
handsome young man 
whom she had as her 
life partner as early as 
her play with dolls was 
over. She immersed 
herself in love with 
Mujib. Mujib's joy was 
her joy; Mujib's trouble 
was hers. She got the 
warmth of Mujib’s passion for 
liberating the people of Bengal. 


She was also seized by the passion for 

freedom. So, she accepted the uncertain life 
with great fortitude. Unlike other girls in the society, 
she resigned herself to a risky life. One cannot even 
imagine how difficult it was to bring up the children 
with a husband one fourth of whose 55-year life 
was spent in prison. Every time when Mujib's arrest 
warrant came, she would pack his bags and handle 
the situation so tactfully that the father and children 
would not be upset. On the day of the weekly visit, 
she would go to the jail with her children with food 
carried in tiffin carriers. Mujib used to eat with his 
coprisoners. 


Bangamata also made history in cooking with her own 
hands and feeding people. During Bangabandhu's 
lifetime, hundreds of Awami League leaders and 
activists were fed on food cooked by her at Dhanmondi 
number 32. Whenever something good was cooked, 
Bangabandhu would bring uninvited guests for a meal 
with him. Bangamata did not have a bit of bother with 


it all. She never discouraged Bangabandhu about it. 
While visiting the prison, she used to take notebooks 
and pens with her urge him to write whatever comes 
to his mind. She wanted by all means to make her 
husband’s lonely life as comfortable as possible, as 
meaningful as it could be. Such a caring and prudent 
wife Bangamata was to a husband like Bangabandhu. 


Bangamata was in fact the main_ inspiration 
behind the works Bangabandhu created during his 
imprisonment which have received wide acclaim at 
home and abroad. Bangabandhu has admitted that 
at some critical junctures in his political life, when he 
went through times of uncertainty and indecision, 
Bangamata came to his side like a faithful friend 
and helped him to make the right decision. Two 
such moments have gone down in the annals of 
history. The first event happened when the prisoner 
Bangabandhu was supposed to be released on parole 
in the Agartala Conspiracy Case and offered to sit in a 
round table meeting in Rawalpindi. Many influential 
Awami League leaders like Ataur Rahman Khan, Abul 
Mansur Ahmed, Tofazzal Hossain and others acceded 
to it, but Bangamata stood directly against it. She sent 
a message to the jail forbidding Mujib to agree to the 
conditional release. Mujib did so and because of the 
uncompromising decision, he was established as the 
paramount leader of the country and eventually was 
released along with the other accused. 


The second incident happened immediately before 
the historic March 7 speech. That was an extremely 
critical moment. There was widespread agitation 
against the suspension of the inaugural session of 
the national assembly. The youth of the party had 
been applying repeated pressure to make the final 
declaration of independence on that day. Meanwhile, 
the marauding Pakistani army was ready and 
waiting to swoop on Bengalis. The world was keenly 
observing which way the wind would blow. Had 
Mujib made a formal declaration, his UDI (Unilateral 
Declaration of Independence) could have provided 
evidence in support of Yahya’s allegation of secession 
against Mujib. On the contrary, if Mujib’s gesture 
of pacificism was mistaken for a sign of weakness, 
the Pakistani side would take advantage of it. Mujib 
was running a fever. Before leaving Dhanmondi 32, 
Bangamata came and stood in front of Mujib. She 
had known Mujib for thirty-three years of married life 
and could feel that his mind was in a state of turmoil. 
She said calmly, “you don’t need to listen to anyone. 
Speak your mind. Say what comes out of love for the 
country, for the people of the country.” The rest is 
history. 


Brig R P Singh VSM, a retired Brigadier of Indian 
Army and a Bangladesh liberation War veteran in an 
article written in commemoration of what he calls 
“My Friend Shaheed Sheikh Kamal” writes about 
Bangamata’s influence on Bangabandhu which he 
came to learn directly from Sheikh Kamal whom he 
was associated with for sixteen weeks during the 
liberation war. As he puts it: “Sheikh Kamal narrated 
how his mother, in the absence of his father, had 
looked after him and his brothers and sisters, and also 
ran the party amid grave worries and tensions. She 
faced all the hardships with tremendous courage and 
great composure. She also indirectly provided the 
leadership and necessary directives to Awami League 
cadres in the absence of Sheikh Mujib. She even 
motivated Sheikh Mujibur Rahman before he made 
his historic speech at the then Race Course ground 
in the city on March 7 in 1971. Sheikh Kamal recalled 
the important role played by his mother in the 
country's politics by offering constructive advice to 
Bangabandhu throughout his political life, especially 
during his 14 years of imprisonment.” 


The black August night descended on the Dhanmondi 
32. The killers surrounded House No 10. Bangabandhu, 
woken up by the sound of gunshot could realize the 
situation. He tried to contact the military officers. 
Sheikh Kamal was killed downstairs. In this horrible 
situation, Bangamata sent Bangabandhu's panjabi 
and spectacles. As he opened the door and went 
out, he was shot dead. His body got riddled with 
bullets. While the killers were taking others down, 
Bangamata stood beside her husband's dead body 
with a stubborn resistance to move. The white 
panjabi turned red with fresh blood on the chest. 
Black glasses and pipes turned bloody. Bangamata 
burst into tears. “I won’t go anywhere. | won’t. Kill 
me here.” The killers did her bidding. 


Those hateful killers of the black night could not 
understand the meaning of the tears were welling up 
in the eyes of Bangamata. Neither could they realize 
Benjamin Disraeli’s dictum— ‘assassination has 
never changed the history of the world’. The mortal 
life of this great woman might be snatched away by 
the killers’ bullet. But her unswerving loyalty to her 
husband Mujib and her outstanding contribution to 
the creation of Bangladesh is immortal. 


Dr. Rashid Askari 

Writer, columnist, fictionist, academic, translator, 
media personality and the former vice chancellor of 
Kushtia Islamic University, Bangladesh. 

e-mail: rashidaskari65@gmail.com 
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SPECIAL REPORT 


Fuel prices: The only way is up 


Shayan S. Khan 


he 165 million people of Bangladesh have long been 

habituated to dealing with price hikes - all the time, 
for all kinds of goods and services. With the state enjoying 
direct control over much of the distribution and supply 
networks, for any number of goods and services it is very 
often the government of the day that has to intervene in 
markets ranging from the seasonal, like the cattle markets 
that spring up for Eid ul Azha, to the cyclical market for its 
staple, rice. 


They do this by directly setting price floors, ceilings, or 
even through policy interventions like pretend-bans on 
Indian cows (actually 
Delhi banned exporting 
them). But it’s the same 
effect. The price goes up. 


Mostly you have learned 
to accept them, this lack 
of gravity about them. 
But there was something 
about the announcement 
last Friday night (Aug. 5) 
- the notification came 
around 10pm - of serial 
increases in the price of 
fuel oils, or our liquid fuels 
- diesel/kerosene, petrol, 
and octane, that touched 
a nerve among the public 
in a way that we hadn’t 
seen for years. 


Of course it helped that 
these were literally the 
largest hikes on record, “i 0" Macebook. 

The notification from the Energy Division said in two 
hours from when it was sent, at the consumer level, the 
retail prices of diesel and kerosene will be Tk114 per litre, 
up by a whopping 42.5% from Tk 80/litre, the price set 
last November following a 23% hike from Tk 65/litre. 


But the 42.5% hike even exceeds the 37.5% hike in price 
from 2007, when it went up from Tk 40 to Tk 55 - the 
largest hike on record prior to tonight. 


Octane will cost Tk135 per litre, up an eye-watering 51.7% 
from Tk 89/litre - again the largest hike on record. 


Lastly a litre of petrol will set consumers back by Tk130 
from now at the pump, that used to be Tk 86/litre even 
just a few hours ago as of writing this report - another 
51% hike in one go that has no precedent in independent 
Bangladesh. 


The Bangladesh Petroleum Corporation (BPC) and 


Eastern Refinery Limited (ERL), it said, had gone for the 
adjustment in view of the prices of the same products 
in the international market being much higher in the 
international market compared to Bangladesh, the Energy 
Division’s note said. 


State Minister for Power, 
Energy and Mineral 
Resources Nasrul 
Hamid, quoting from the 
notification, said "The 
government avoided 
increasing the _ prices 
of fuel oils for as long 
as it could. Now some 
adjustments have to be 
made taking stock of the 
current global situation." 


Of course it made much 
of the war in Ukraine. Just 
ran with it, blind. They 
did this from the start 
of course, so it was not 
unexpected. 


Hamid offered some 
hope that the prices may 
be adjusted back down 
if the situation in the international energy markets 
shifts to allow that. But this rarely, if ever, happens. 
He harked back to the one occasion it happened 
under him back in 2016, by very small amounts. It 
was when prices hit rock bottom internationally in 
the midst of a prolonged slump in prices that only 
turned around with the most recent rally in energy 
markets. 


"In April 2016, the government reduced the prices of fuel 
oils. If the situation normalises, the prices of fuel oils will 
be revised accordingly," he said. 
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Hamid said due to the upward trend in oil prices in the 
global market (which was actually over by then), many 
countries have been regularly making adjustments 
to prices. That’s his new favourite word by the way - 
‘adjustment’. 


Without quite saying so in the note, it would seem the 
government has chosen to gain parity with prices in the 
neighbouring Indian state of West Bengal, by conveying 
the following: 


West Bengal government in India set the price of diesel at 
Rs92.76 per litre and petrol at Rs106.03 per litre in Kolkata 
on May 22, 2022 - these prices remain in effect today, and 
work out to Tk114.09 (diesel) and Tk130.42 (petrol), at an 
exchange rate of Rs1 =Tk1.23. 


They tried to reason with you in the note - but 
then they tried to reason too hard, veering into 
the strange theory of cheaper fuels in Bangladesh 
being smuggled to India. The Earki poster said it 
best (reproduced here). Even the BGB was forced to 
refute it by releasing a statement. Some Indian trucks 
travelling through here may stop to refuel. That is not 
smuggling. 


Finally, it said the BPC is already running a loss of 
Tk8,014.51 crore in petroleum fuel sales in the last six 
months, from February to July. Considering the global 
oil market situation, making "rational price adjustments" 
became essential to continue BPC as a going concern, 
while tasked with the vital function of overseeing 
petroleum imports, among other things. 


It sounded almost indignant by the end there. But that 
was hardly winning any sympathy from the public, given 
the mood they were in. 


Centre for Policy Dialogue, the influential think-tank, later 
in the week said BPC could have used the Tk 46,858 crore 
profit it made since 2015 in oil purchases to continue the 
subsidy on fuel and thus prevent the price hike. 


The BPC could also have offset the losses it has been 
incurring over the last six months, said CPD, asking the 
government to disclose what happened to the BPC's 
profits. 


"It was earlier said that the profits were spent on or 
invested in various development works but we found 
it to be a delusional claim," said CPD Research Director 
Khondaker Golam Moazzem at a media briefing and 
discussion titled, "Record Fuel Price Hike in Bangladesh: 
Could It Be Avoided?" 


The BPC earned at least Tk 46,000 crore, according to the 
government, since 2015 and spent only Tk 9,214 crore on 
11 self-funded development projects, he said. 


CPD Executive Director Fahmida Khatun said the 
government could have avoided the unprecedented 
hike in the fuel prices by checking corruption, theft and 
mismanagement at the BPC. 


She said the government gets up to 34 percent in taxes -- 
in the name of customs duty, VAT and advance income tax 
-- from the BPC. The burden of the duties and taxes levied 
upon the BPC is passed onto the consumers. 


"The government earned Tk 8,540 crore in duty and taxes 
from the BPC in the last fiscal year and is expecting to 
get tax revenue worth Tk 9,251 crore this year. If it had 
reduced these taxes, it could have avoided the price hike." 


In her keynote, Fahmida said that in addition to the 
revenue from VAT and other taxes, the government 
realised Tk 10,000 crore from the BPC in FY20 and FY21. 
The money was a surplus held by the BPC. 


"If the government wanted to keep the fuel prices 
unchanged, it could have either slashed the taxes or 
used the profits as a subsidy. But they passed the burden 
onto the consumers, by impacting transportation cost, 
agricultural, industrial and electricity production cost...," 
she added. 


Terming the subsidies an inefficient economic tool, she 
said, "It was, however, supposed to be withdrawn but in 
phases." 


Fahmida compared the new fuel prices with those in 
Nepal, Pakistan, India, Bhutan, Vietnam, Sri Lanka, 
Thailand, the Maldives, Hong Kong, Germany, the US 
and Singapore. She made the keynote presentation that 
framed the issue by posing it as a question: “Could the 
unprecedented price hike have been avoided now?” 


The ‘now’ is very important. The public feel completely 
left out of the process of reaching a decision that affects 
their lives profoundly. And while one is aware of the logic 
to withholding these announcements till late on the day, 
being brought in at 2 hours’ notice- well actually, maybe 
the greater concern for us on the whole should be the 
disruptive effect of a sudden price hike in people’s lives; 
not the opportunities for profiteering that open up, when 
you give advance notice. 


And the answer to the CPD’s question could only be a 
resounding yes. L) 
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REPORT 


Switzerland a serious global player, Bangladesh’s reliable partner, she says 


Diplomatic Correspondent 


mbassador of Switzerland to Bangladesh Nathalie 

Chuard has said they want to engage on the UN 
Security Council and are looking forward to working with 
Bangladesh to pursue their collective actions in favor of 
peace, international law, sustainable development and 
human rights in the multilateral fora. 


"But let me be clear here. This will not be an easy task: 
taken into account the numerous global challenges which 
we are facing, cooperation is essential," she said, adding 
that Switzerland is a serious global player and a reliable 
partner of Bangladesh. 


The Ambassador was speaking at the DCAB Talk at Jatiya 
Press Club hosted by the Diplomatic Correspondents 
Association, Bangladesh (DCAB) on August 10. 


The briefing began by observing one-minute silence 
to pay homage to Father of the Nation Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and his family members who 
were brutally assassinated on August 15 in 1975. DCAB 
President Rezaul Karim Lotus and its General Secretary 
AKM Moinuddin also spoke at the event. 


The Swiss envoy said their programme complements the 
support for more trade and direct foreign investments. 
Altogether, she said, for the next four years, Switzerland 
will invest about USS 130 million. 


“Our overall goal is to support a sustainable LDC 
graduation, promote a more prosperous, just and resilient 
society, and contribute to peaceful coexistence,” she 
said, adding that they also work on critical issues such 
as climate change, human rights, gender equality and 
women’s economic and political empowerment - just to 
name a few. 


Ambassador Chuard said what her country is engaged in 
and contributes here in Bangladesh is actually a reflection 
of what Switzerland stands for and promotes globally. 


"This is part of our broader quest to make a better, more 
secure, prosperous and sustainable future for all," she 
said. 


LIUD 


Ambassador of Switzerland to Bangladesh Nathalie Chuard. Photo: 
Collected 


Ambassador Chuard said with the graduation from 
the Least Developed Countries category approaching, 
Bangladesh is at a crossroads. 


“Equipped with Swiss expertise and forte in technology, 
innovation and R&D, we stand ready to expand our 
economic partnership with you to make this transformative 
journey smooth and sustainable, leaving no one behind,” 
she said. 


The Swiss envoy said solidarity is an underlying aspect in 
the bilateral relations and her country has proven to be a 
committed, effective and innovative development partner, 
investing over USS 1 billion in international cooperation in 
this country in the last five decades. 


InJune this year, the UN General Assembly overwhelmingly 
elected Switzerland as a non-permanent member of the 


UN Security Council for 2023-2024. 


Dialogue, confidence building and consensus-seeking 
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are in their DNA, said the Ambassador, focusing on 
their shared commitments that they can really make a 
difference. 


The Swiss envoy said they will continue committed 
partnership with Bangladesh towards the next stage of its 
socio-economic development. 


To this end, she said, good governance, respect and 
promotion of human rights, empowerment and inclusion 
of women and minority groups, as well as climate change 
adaptation and mitigation, will remain at the heart of our 
action and development cooperation. 


The Ambassador said they will also work with drivers 
of change such as women and youth and focus on 
strengthening civil society voices and_ participation 
to provide checks and balances, which are key for 
sustainability and inclusivity. 


"We are keen to reinforce our engagement with 
Bangladesh on SDGs since they remain our compass 
for the years to come. In that regard, one SDG that is 
particularly dear to our hearts is SDG 16 — peace, justice 
and strong institutions - since it is so closely interlinked 
with other SDGs," she said. 


Indeed, the envoy said, without peace, justice and 
inclusion, achieving goals such as ending poverty, ensuring 
education, promoting economic growth seem difficult or 
even impossible. 


"Multilateralism matters, now more than ever, especially 
for countries like ours," she said. 


Bangladesh Money in Swiss Banks 


Ambassador Chuard said any estimate on deposits 
of Bangladeshi money in the Swiss banks is “purely 
speculative” and no conclusion can be drawn on the basis 
of media and other reports. 


“Switzerland is not a safe haven for corrupt money,” she 
said adding “When it comes to the Bangladeshi money 
deposited in the Swiss banks - the deposits meant by 
individuals ...represent only one aspect of various sources 
of public and private funds.” 


The Swiss envoy said ... no conclusion can be drawn on the 
volumes of private deposits from Bangladeshi customers 
in Switzerland on the basis of these reports of the Swiss 
National Bank. 


Bangladeshi media outlets reported that funds parked by 
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Bangladeshi nationals and entities in all the Swiss banks 
swelled by 54 per cent to around CHF (Swiss Franc) 871 
million (Tk 83.18 billion) in the last calendar year. The 
amount was around CHF 563 million in 2020. 


Responding to a question on information exchange on 
the issue, she said Switzerland is really committed to 
implementing international standards. In accordance 
with these international standards they can have some 
specific regulations and agreements also with the country 
to exchange this type of information, she said. 


“So that something should be developed,” said the 
ambassador, adding that they have been providing to the 
government all the information regarding how to reach 
an agreement on these matters but no request has been 
submitted regarding any particular funding. 


On the statistics, the Swiss envoy said, money of the 
individuals that is placed, for instance, in Swiss banks - not 
just in Switzerland but in the Swiss banks worldwide - has 
recently been decreasing. 


She said they certainly do not encourage capital flight 
and the Swiss bank system is the most renowned and 
internationally connected system. 


At all the financial centers, the envoy said, there is always 
a risk of abuse but Switzerland really takes steps to 
mitigate its risk as fast as possible. 


Dhaka Approached Swiss Banks 


Foreign Minister AK Abdul Momen has said Bangladesh 
sought information on the deposits of Bangladeshi money 
in the Swiss banks but the Swiss side did not respond to 
the query. 


Momen said this after his conversation on the issue with 
Bangladesh Bank governor Abdur Rouf Talukder and 
Finance Secretary Fatima Yasmin on Thursday. 


The foreign minister said he advised the governor and 
the finance ministry to come up with the statements as 
confusion arose following some media reports quoting 
Ambassador of Switzerland to Bangladesh Nathalie 
Chuard. 


“Let’s know first from the statements from the governor 
and the finance ministry,” he said while talking to a small 


group of reporters at his office. 


Momen said it is not true that Bangladesh did not seek 
information from Switzerland. UO 
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EXHIBITION 


‘BRAVEHEART: Gallery Cosmos pays rich 
artistic tribute to Bangabandhu 


Md Ishtiak Hossain 


y 


ince the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh 

Mujibur Rahman and nearly all of his family members 
were brutally assassinated on August 15, 1975, the 
eighth month of the Gregorian calendar has always held 
special significance for Bangladeshis as one for mourning 
and reflection. 


A thoroughbread politician who led a life of constant 
struggle and sacrifice for a cause, Bangabandhu’s place in 
history was assured when he led the people of what was 
once East Pakistan to freedom in 1971, establishing the 
newly-independent state of Bangladesh. 


Bangabandhu’s tireless contributions to improving the lot 
of his people, today’s Bangladeshis, mark him out as one 
of the 20th century’s tallest leaders. A natural born leader 
of men, he was also a man of culture - and he proved that 
from time to time, by always supporting and patronising 
Bangladeshi arts and culture, as well as the artists. 


As the visionary behind all the necessary transformations 
that Bangladesh needed after its independence, 
Bangabandhu left an indelible mark in the hearts of all 
who knew him, and on the fabric of the nation, till he 
was gunned down along with almost his entire family 
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in a maon on the fabric of the nation remembered with 
befitting tribute and respect. 


Echoing this motto, Gallery Cosmos has been organising 
its highly acclaimed tribute events observing the National 
Mourning Day in August since 2015 - and continuing the 
journey, this year Gallery Cosmos is hosting an exclusive 
group-art, photography and installation exhibition titled 
‘BRAVEHEART’ from 12 to 31st August at Cosmos Centre 
in the capital. 


Mofidul Hoque, a founding Trustee of the Liberation 
War Museum Bangladesh, virtually inaugurated the 
exhibition on Friday as the chief guest, while eminent 
artist and freedom fighter Biren Shome, renowned 
sculptor Bhaskar Rasha and Heru Hartanto Subolo, 
ambassador of the Republic of Indonesia, joined the 
inauguration ceremony as the special guests. Supported 
by the Cosmos Foundation, the exhibition’s inauguration 
ceremony was also joined by Tehmina Enayet, Director of 
Gallery Cosmos and Masud Jamil Khan, Deputy Managing 
Director of Cosmos Group. 


“August is the mourning month for our nation, as we 
observe the National Mourning Day this month. However, 
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this is the month that motivates us at the same time, 
to be unified as a nation - which Bangabandhu taught 
us throughout his eventful life. His ideology behind 
building a secular, democratic nation for all was truly 
empowering, which led us to remember his sacrifice 
with the utmost respect - and Gallery Cosmos has been 
remembering Bangabandhu with this great cultural 
initiative titled BRAVEHEART since 2015. Artworks 
from diversified mediums including artworks, sculpture 
installations and photographs have reflected befitting 
tributes towards Bangabandhu by the _ participating 
artists, and | wholeheartedly wish all the success to this 
exhibition,” Mofidul Haque said in a video message while 
inaugurating the exhibition. 


Apart from the Bangabandhu family, a true hero also 
sacrificed his life on that day as the only one who acted 
on their leader’s call to try and save him. The only one, 
who despite impossible odds, answered the call of duty. 
The one man whose story, on a day for jackals, offers the 
nation some redemption. He is of course none other than 
Shaheed Brigadier General (posthumous) Jamil Uddin 
Ahmad, ‘Bir Uttam’, or as he is immortalised in the hearts 
and minds of Bangladeshis, Colonel Jamil. 


Reminiscing those brutal periods from her memory 
lane, Colonel Jamil’s elder daughter and Gallery Cosmos 
Director Tehmina Enayet said, “In the dawn of 15 August 
1975, Bangabandhu called our father and informed him 
that he and his family members had been attacked. He 
asked him to come and save him straight away. Our father 
responded quickly and before he got into the car, our 
mother, Anjuman Ara Jamil, asked him one last time - “Do 
you really have to go?” He went because Bangabandhu 
and his family were in danger. | never really imagined 
that it would be the last time | would see him - however, 
we do not have any regret because he dedicated his life 
during his valiant effort to save our Father of the Nation 
and his family.~ 


“During that tragic night, the assassinators did not show 
mercy to anyone, not even Bangabandhu’s youngest child 
Sheikh Russel. Through this commemorative exhibition, 
we are not only mourning our Father of the Nation and 
his family but also honouring them with the utmost 
respect which they deserve,” Tehmina Enayet said at the 
event. 


Tehmina Enayet thanked UNB and Dhaka Courier for 
being the knowledge partner of this exhibition. 


Masud Jamil Khan, Deputy Managing Director of Cosmos 
Group said, “There are two significant years in our history 
- one is the 1971 Liberation War through which we earned 
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our independence; the other one is 
the 1975 - as we lost our great Father 
of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman and his family on 
15th August of that year. This date 
is important for my family as well, 
as my valiant grandparent Brigadier 
General (posthumous) Jamil Uddin 
Ahmad ‘Bir Uttam’ also sacrificed his 
life on this day, as the only one who 
went there to save Bangabandhu. 
We must remember these two 
days behind our independence. 
Bangladesh is progressing day 
by day according to the dream 
envisioned by Bangabandhu, his 
daughter and our Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina is successfully leading 
the nation and | witness this myself 
as a businessman. This event is a 
very important initiative for us, 
and | wholeheartedly thank Gallery 
Cosmos for successfully organising 
this event.” 


The gallery’s chairman, Enayetullah 
Khan, sent a message from abroad 
saying: “We have never seen 
another leader in the mould of 
Bangabandhu, which is why even 
today, 47 years after his passing, | 
still regard him as my leader for life.” 


Turning to Brigadier General 
(posthumous) Jamil, Khan said his 
example stands as a unique act 
of courage and heroism, on a day 
that was otherwise for cowards. 
‘It’s important that we as a nation 
never forget the events of August 
15th, 1975, and both me and 
my entire family feel that art has 
just as important a role to play in 
preserving the truth as_ history, 
literature or any other discipline. So 
I’d like to thank you all for attending 
the inauguration of this important 
exhibition, that is meant to play a 
part in that.” 


Eminent artist and freedom fighter 
Biren Shome said, “When | first 
got admitted to Charukala (now 
the Faculty of Fine Art), Dhaka 


ob 
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University in 1964, | saw how Bangabandhu fought 
to establish the rights of Bangladesh and its people. 
Cultural activists have always been an integral part of 
the political movements during that period, under the 
great leadership of Bangabandhu. Today’s ‘Sonar Bangla’ 
was envisioned by him, and he is the man who gave us a 
sovereign flag. Through this tribute exhibition, | believe 
the respect that our great Father of the Nation deserves, 
is being accurately conveyed.” 


Legendary cartoonist, painter and art maestro Rafiqun 
Nabi expressed his opinion on the initiative through 
another video message, where the eminent artist stated: 
“Gallery Cosmos always organises exclusive exhibitions in 
August every year, marking the National Mourning Day. 
Back in 1975 when Bangabandhu and his family were 
assassinated, that was a heinous attack on our nationality 
and our newly-liberated country. This exhibition is a 
befitting tribute to our beloved Bangabandhu, and 
Gallery Cosmos deserves appreciation to remember 
him every year with this special exhibition and its other 
artistic initiatives.” 


Indonesian ambassador in Bangladesh Heru Hartanto 
Subolo joined the exhibition’s opening ceremony 
alongside his wife, and lauded this artistic initiative of 
Gallery Cosmos for showcasing tribute to Bangabandhu. 
“Bangladesh and Indonesia are celebrating over 50 years 
of diplomatic relationship, and the two countries also 
share many cultural similarities. We are amazed to see 
how the Gallery Cosmos is paying tribute to the founder 
of Bangladesh, the great leader Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman through these versatile mediums of 
artworks.” 


The inauguration event was also 
joined by artist Bhashkar Rasha, who 
recited his self-written tribute poem 
titled ‘Mohan Neta’ (Great Leader). 


The exhibition is showcasing 
artworks of several prominent 
Bangladeshi artists, including 


Shahabuddin Ahmed, Biren Shome, 
Alakesh Ghosh, Nasir Ali Mamun, 
Afrozaa Jamil Konka, Bashkor Rasha, 
Shahajahan Ahmed Bikash, Azmeer 
Hossain, Bishwajit Goswami, Abu 
Kalam Shamsuddin, Devdas Malakar, 
Dilip Karmakar, Sourav Chowdhury, 
Abdullah Al Bashir, Iqbal Bahar Chy, 
Maneek Bonik, Kamruzzoha, Azmol 
Hossain, Mohammed Fakhrul Islam 
Mazumder Shakil and Md Rafiqul 
Islam. Lauding the exhibition, eminent photographer 
Nasir Ali Mamun said: “In this exhibition, three of my 
photographs of Bangabandhu are being showcased 
- among which, there is the historic 7th March speech 
photograph which eventually became synonymous with 
the spirit of our independence. At the age of 17, that was 
a great honour for me; and! wholeheartedly thank Gallery 
Cosmos for organising this exhibition and including these 
historic photographs.” 


Prior to the formal inauguration of this exclusive 
exhibition, the day began with a unique art camp. A 
vibrant team of 12 child artists and future master painters 
participated in the group art camp at the exhibition 
venue and showcased their heartfelt tribute to the Father 
of the Nation through their flamboyant brushstrokes on 
the canvases. 


“The beauty of this special event and particularly this 
art camp is that these kids are becoming a part of our 
history. They are learning about Bangabandhu through 
this event, and his heroic journey should be learned 
through this kind of interactive event that our kids can 
enjoy. | was born years after our glorious Liberation War 
and his tragic assassination, but history was transcended 
among us through our own arts and culture. Not only 
as a participating artist in the exhibition but also as 
a father, | wholeheartedly appreciate this wonderful 
venture of Gallery Cosmos,” artist and art maestro 
Bishwajit Goswami shared his opinion with UNB about 
the exhibition and the art camp for children. 


Visitors can explore the exhibition at the Cosmos Centre, 
Malibagh in the capital till August 31. 
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Russta-UKRAINE WAR 


Alamgir Khan 


NE six months have passed since the Russian 
aggression against Ukraine. But the situation has 
become worse with no sign of any improvement except 
the recent agreement of allowing food supply from 
Ukraine. On the other hand, deaths, casualties, people 
fleeing from the war-torn country, etc, are continuing and 
increasing day by day. 


War is both a business and a game for modern imperialism. 
But it is not any entertainment for the people with whom 
it is played. To them it is a question of life and death. 
Imperialism also does not arrange this game for their 
self entertainment. Capital, investment, profit, risks 
and limitless plundering are involved with this capitalist 
enterprise. 


Russian President Putin had a dream of bringing a 
small state like Ukraine under his foot in a few hours of 
attacking it. But it didn’t happen as per Putin’s wishful 
plan. This war hardly deserves to be called a ‘war’ at all. 
This is in fact a shameless attack against a weak country. 
It cannot be called a war between the two countries, 
neither between their peoples. This so-called war has 


similarities with American attack against Afghanistan and 
Iraq. Difference is that this war is between brothers. It is 
because the Ukrainian and Russian people are very close 
in their socio-economic and cultural relation whereas the 
American people and the Afghan and Iraqi people are 
distant in many ways. 


The historical experiences of the peoples of Ukraine 
and Russia are almost the same. There are also many 
distinctions between them. The distinctions were given 
due respect after the 1917 socialist revolution in Russia. 
After 100 years of that revolution, Putin has been making 
a confusion of everything regarding Ukraine. He wants 
to make Ukraine and Russia one country by dipping 
them into the intoxicating water of Russian nationalism. 
(Vladimir Putin, On the Historical Unity of Russians and 
Ukrainians, July 12, 2021, Presidential Executive Office 
2022, Kremlin, website) 


Putin’s wish to make the two into one entity has not 
arisen spontaneously. There has been continual inciting 
and threats by the USA and NATO for bringing Ukraine 
into the western military alliance, which should have 


Police detain a demonstrator with a poster which reads “The war with Ukraine is a shame and a crime” during an action against Russia’s 
attack on Ukraine in Omsk, Russia, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022. Protests against the Russian invasion of Ukraine resumed on Sunday, with people 
taking to the streets of Moscow and St. Petersburg and other Russian towns for the third straight day despite mass arrests. Photo: AP/UNB 
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been nonexistent long ago after the collapse of the 
Soviet Union. US President George Bush suggested 
NATO membership for the country in 2008 when the 
people of that country had no headache about this. Later 
enthusiasm of Ukrainian governments, instigation by the 
western power and the domineering behavior of Russia 
pushed its people psychologically towards NATO. Thus 
the relation between the two neighboring countries has 
been muddled by several interest groups, which has now 
turned into a bloodthirsty war. This is going to be more 
damaging and long lasting in the future. (Russia’s War 
on Ukraine Has Already Changed the World, interview of 
Volodymyr Ishchenko, Jacobin, 19 March 2022) 


Then the US President Joe Biden poured oil into the 
cauldron of war. In a speech given in Poland on 26 March 
he declared, “For God’s sake, this man cannot remain in 
power.” (Biden: ‘butcher’ Putin cannot be allowed to stay 
in power, The Guardian, 27 March 2022) This American 
‘gentleman’ has completely forgotten the butcher-like 
role he and his colleagues played in the attacks against 
Afghanistan and Iraq. The line of difference between Putin 
and Biden is the same between a thief and a robber. Many 
corrupt governments across the world are in power with 
the US backing. They have toppled many democratically 
elected governments and put in power many anti-people 
governments in the world. If he calls Putin a butcher 
and murderer, what will be his epithet for George Bush? 
Didn’t he himself also sharpen the killing knife sitting in 
the butcher shop of Bush? 


To take any side in this so-called war, one has to adopt a 
vision of future, not the past. Many of the wars going on 
from the end of the twentieth century to the beginning of 
the twenty-first are nothing but plundering of the weak 
by the strong, clear robbery in daylight. The two biggest 
examples are attacks against Afghanistan and Iraq. Yet the 
occupiers have named themselves civilized and called the 
occupied barbarians. And the attacks have been named 
‘war’. The plunderers posed as protectors of religion, 
humanity and nationality. 


Putin has cast the same die in attacking Ukraine. He 
has seen there the face of fascism and taken the role 
of liberator upon himself, whereas the Russian attack is 
playing the actual role of strengthening the dark forces 
of the right and fascism. And the pity the US is showing 
towards Ukraine is like shedding crocodile tears. It is US 
administration which has backed Putin since his coming to 
power. The US interest lies in keeping this war simmering 
for a long time in the future. They like to see a weak 
Russia. The rise of China in the east is scaring them and 
they fear the possible unity of China-Russia in the world 
politics. 
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People are divided into three camps in the context of the 
Ukraine-Russia war—pro-Putin, pro-Ukraine and antiwar. 
Among them the pro-Putin camp is the most ludicrous. 
They are a hotchpotch of the right- and left-wing people. 
And the largest is the anti-war camp. Even people in Russia 
came to the street in protest against the war and they fell 
victim to the police attack. The young people and women 
also came out in protest and faced the government ire 
against them. Russians living in Ukraine also protested 
against the attack. People across the globe have protested 
against the war and the attempt to linger it by others. 


It is to be kept in mind that people and state are bound 
in a relation of perpetual tension. This relation has got to 
a new stage in recent years by the state becoming much 
stronger than its people who are becoming weaker, divided 
and unequal. The state wields the weapons of keeping 
people under perpetual watch, in fear and under control. 
Moreover, the technology of doing this is becoming more 
and more powerful every day. On the other hand, people 
are losing their power of getting organized, expressing 
their opinions freely and taking decisions without fear. 
So the relation of perpetual tension between people and 
state is becoming worse and imbalanced making states 
as powerful as giants. The control of the state is falling 
from the hands of people into the grips of profit-hunting 
groups. Digital technology is speeding up this process in 
a more chaotic way. In this situation, the antiwar role of 
majority people across the world, including those in the 
attacking country, is historically important. 


In this context, Jeremy Corbyn, the former leader of the 
British Labour Party, said in a discussion, “Some say that 
being antiwar is a sign of weakness. The opposite is true. 
It’s a sign of strength that you are prepared to look at 
the current conflict and say this has to be resolved and 
we have to bring about peace. So, what we need is more 
voices for peace, more anti-war activists around the world 
to expose the dangers and the folly of war and oppose 
what their governments are doing.” (Ukrainians Are Going 
Through Absolute Hell. Our Job Is to Stop It, Jacobin, 2 
March 2022). 


The war-mongers are now more powerful, cruel and anti- 
people than any other time in history, whereas people are 
becoming weak, divided and unequal. This trend is going 
on and will do so for some more time in the future. So 
now people’s power lies only in their unity and one voice. 
The historical demand, therefore, in this altered world 
is the antiwar movement in every corner of the globe. 
Antiwar stand is now the most progressive humane duty 
in the current world. UJ 


The writer is Editor, Biggan O Sangskriti 
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CLIMATE AND ENVIRONMENT 


Maria Verza 


hey call him “El Jefe,” he is at least 
12 years old and his crossing of the 
heavily guarded U.S.-Mexico border 
has sparked celebrations on both sides. 


“El Jefe” — or “The Boss” — is one 
of the oldest jaguars on record along 
the frontier, one of few known to have 
crossed a border partly lined by a wall 
and other infrastructure to stop drug 
traffickers and migrants, and the one 
believed to have traveled the farthest, 
say ecologists of the Borderlands 
Linkages Initiative, a binational 
collaboration of eight conservation 
groups. 


That assessment is based on 
photographs taken over the years. 
Jaguars can be identified by their 
spots, which serve as a kind of unique 
fingerprint. 


The rare northern jaguar’s ability to 
cross the border suggests that despite 
increased impediments, there are still 
open corridors and if they are kept 
open “it is feasible (to conserve) the 
jaguar population in the long term,” 
said Juan Carlos Bravo of the Wildlands 
Network, one of those groups in the 
initiative. 


But some fear for the jaguars’ future. 
Although it was the government of 
President Donald Trump that reinforced 
and expanded the border wall with 
Mexico, the Biden administration has 
announced plans for closing four gaps 
between the U.S. state of Arizona and 
the Mexican state of Sonora — the two 
states the jaguars traverse. 


Conservationists do not know how 
many jaguars there are in the Sierra 
Madre Occidental, but of the 176 that 
have been identified over two decades 
by the Northern Jaguar Project — 
another group in the initiative — only 


two others besides “El Jefe” are known 
to have crossed the border, Bravo said. 
In one case, conservationists are not 
sure if the jaguar crossed the border 
alive or dead since only its skin was 
found. 


The first photograph of “El Jefe” was 
taken by a hunter southeast of Tucson, 
Arizona, in 2011, Bravo said. The jaguar 
became famous in Arizona and a local 
school named him “El Jefe.” Motion 
sensor cameras installed in transit 
areas photographed the jaguar in 
Arizona again in 2012 and in 2015. 


Conservationists were stunned when 
they confirmed that a photograph 
taken by another member of the 
coalition, Profauna, last November in 
the center of Sonora was “El Jefe.” The 
discovery meant not only that jaguars 
could still cross the border but that 
other jaguars they had lost track of 
could also still be alive, the initiative 
said in a statement. 


Hunted in the southwestern United 
States for rewards offered by the 
government to promote cattle 
ranching, they were thought to have 
disappeared from the U.S. by the end 
of the 20th century. Jaguar populations 
are currently concentrated on Mexico’s 
Pacific coast, southeastern Mexico, 
Central America and central South 
America. 


A sighting of jaguars in the United 
States in 1996 prompted studies that 
found a reproductive point in the 
center of Sonora. 


The NGOs banded together to operate 
on both sides of the border to track the 
cats, create sanctuaries, understand 
where they moved and seek the 
support of landowners in the U.S. and 
Mexico to protect them, Bravo said. 
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In this photo provided by the University of 
Arizona and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
shows a male jaguar photographed by 
motion-detection wildlife cameras in the 
Santa Rita Mountains in Arizona on April 
30, 2015 as part of a Citizen Science jaguar 
monitoring project conducted by the 
University of Arizona, in coordination with 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. According 
to Borderlands Linkages, a_binational 
collaboration of eight conservation groups, 
this cat is known as “El Jefe,” or “The Boss, “ 
is one of the oldest jaguars on record along 
the border and one of few known to have 
crossed the border. Photo: University of 
Arizona and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
via AP/UNB 


Besides the difficulty of determining 
where to put cameras to record the 
animals and the subsequent analysis of 


the images, conservationists in Mexico 
face another problem: drug cartels. 


“There is a presence of armed groups 
and drug traffickers” who pass through 
the same isolated areas as the jaguars, 
Bravo said by telephone from Sonora. 
“It is important to move carefully, work 
with the people in the communities 
that tell us where not to go. ... All of this 
is making it very, very complicated.” 


The border is the main challenge for 
hopes to repopulate the American 
Southwest with jaguars, with walls 
impeding movement by those animals 
as well as the American antelope, 
the black bear and the Mexican wolf, 
Bravo said. Light towers and the roads 
used by the Border Patrol also are a 
problem, he added.U) 


From The Associated Press 
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Dake Kang, Victoria Milko and Lori Hinnant 


he birds no longer sing, and the herbs no longer grow. 

The fish no longer swim in rivers that have turned a 
murky brown. The animals do not roam, and the cows are 
sometimes found dead. 


The people in this northern Myanmar forest have lost 
a way of life that goes back generations. But if they 
complain, they, too, face the threat of death. 


This forest is the source of several key metallic elements 
known as rare earths, often called the vitamins of the 
modern world. Rare earths now reach into the lives of 
almost everyone on the planet, turning up in everything 
from hard drives and cellphones to elevators and trains. 
They are especially vital to the fast-growing field of green 
energy, feeding wind turbines and electric car engines. 
And they end up in the supply chains of some of the most 
prominent companies in the world, including General 
Motors, Volkswagen, Mercedes, Tesla and Apple. 


But an AP investigation has found that their universal 
use hides a dirty open secret in the industry: Their cost is 
environmental destruction, the theft of land from villagers 
and the funneling of money to brutal militias, including 
at least one linked to Myanmar’s secretive military 
government. As demand soars for rare earths along with 
green energy, the abuses are likely to grow. 


“This rapid push to build out mining capacity is being 
justified in the name of climate change,” said Julie Michelle 
Klinger, author of the book “Rare Earths Frontiers,” who is 
leading a federal project to trace illicit energy minerals. 
“There’s still this push to find the right place to mine them, 
which is a place that is out of sight and out of mind.” 


The AP investigation drew on dozens of interviews, 
customs data, corporate records and Chinese academic 
papers, along with satellite imagery and geological 
analysis gathered by the environmental non-profit Global 
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Witness, to tie rare earths from Myanmar to the supply 
chains of 78 companies. 


About a third of the companies responded. Of those, 
about two-thirds didn’t or wouldn’t comment on their 
sourcing, including Volkswagen, which said it was 
conducting due diligence for rare earths. Nearly all said 
they took environmental protection and human rights 
seriously. 


Some companies said they audited their rare earth 
supply chains; others didn’t or required only supplier self- 
assessments. GM said it understood “the risks of heavy 
rare earths metals” and would source from an American 
supplier soon. 


Tesla did not respond to repeated requests for comment, 
and Mercedes said they contacted suppliers to learn more 
in response to this story. Apple said “a majority” of their 
rare earths were recycled and they found “no evidence” 
of any from Myanmar, but experts say in general there is 
usually no way to make sure. 


Just as dirty rare earths trickle down the supply chains of 
companies, they also slip through the cracks of regulation. 


In 2010, in response to war in the Congo, Congress 
required companies to disclose the origin of so-called 
conflict minerals — tantalum, tin, gold and tungsten 
— and promise their sourcing does not benefit armed 
groups. But the law does not cover rare earths. Audits are 
left up to individual companies, and no single agency is 
held accountable. 


The State Department, which leads work on securing 
the U.S. rare earths supply, did not respond to repeated 
requests for comment. But experts say the government 
weighs the regulation of rare earths against other green 
goals, such as the sales and use of electric vehicles. With 
ongoing negotiations in Congress, the issue has become 
increasingly touchy, they say. 


Rare earths are also omitted from the European Union’s 
2021 regulation on conflict minerals. A European 
Commission statement noted gaps in oversight of the 
supply chain stretching to Europe, and said “it is yet 
unclear how” a Chinese push to regulate rare earths will 
work. 


With no regulation or alternatives, companies have quietly 
continued shipping rare earths without environmental, 


social and governance audits, known as ESG. 


“What would be the result if now the world would say, 


‘We want to do ESG audits on all rare earths production’ ?” 
said Thomas Kruemmer, director of Ginger International 
Trade & Investment, which does mineral and metal supply 
chain management. “The result would be that 70% of 
production would need to be closed down.” 


The story of rare earths is one of anaked grab for resources 
while leaving the wreckage to other countries. 


Despite their name, these elements are relatively common 
in trace amounts on the earth’s crust, and possess an 
extraordinary magnetic power critical to technology. 
However, extracting enough rare earths requires intense 
mining that can be environmentally destructive. 


The United States offshored its rare earths mining to China 
in the 1980s because of environmental and cost issues. 
China’s leader at the time, Deng Xiaoping, declared rare 
earths China’s answer to “oil in the Middle East.” Tens of 
thousands of Chinese in the countryside discovered that 
they could make more in a month of mining than years of 
farming. 


For decades the industry prospered. China became the 
world’s foremost miner of rare earths. A Beijing magazine 
called the profits “more addictive than drugs.” 


Then, stung by public criticism, officials in Beijing declared 
war on the country’s dirty industries, including rare earths 
mining. At a 2012 press conference in Beijing, atop Chinese 
industry official brandished photos of the devastation — 
pockmarked land stripped bare of vegetation. 


Caught in the crossfire were miners like Guo, who asked 
to be identified by his last name only. 


For years, Guo, a former car repairman, earned a 
handsome living after joining the booming rare earths 
industry in his native Jiangxi province. Then Beijing began 
enforcing some of the world’s strongest environmental 
laws, shutting down mom-and-pop operations like his. 
Chinese satellites now snap photos from space, hunting 
for hidden mines. 


But even while the supply from China is now monitored, 
the global demand for rare earths is expected to explode 
by 300% to 700% by 2040, according to the International 
Energy Agency. The proposed Inflation Reduction Act in 
the U.S. would increase demand even more by subsidizing 
the sale of electric vehicles in one of the world’s largest 
markets. 


“The disturbing reality is that the cash that fuels these 
abuses ultimately comes from the world’s fast-growing 
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demand for these minerals, driven by the scaling up of 
green energy technologies,” said Clare Hammond, a senior 
researcher at Global Witness, which also conducted field 
work in Myanmar. 


China is also responding to competition from Europe 
and its greatest rival, the United States, which has called 
its dependence on rare earths from China a “national 
security risk.” Concerned that its shrinking reserves could 
allow Western countries to break its stranglehold on the 
industry, China encouraged companies to look abroad. 


“Environmental controls have become much stricter,” 
said a government trade researcher, who declined to be 
named because he was not authorized to speak to the 
media. “That’s why imports have increased. It’s better to 
get rare earths from abroad.” 


The Chinese Foreign Ministry said it “didn’t understand” 
the situation and referred a request for comment to other 
ministries. The industrial and environmental ministries 
and the Jiangxi regional government did not respond to 
requests for comment. 


As mines in China shuttered, ore prices rose. In neighboring 
Myanmar, home to some of the world’s richest deposits 


of what are known as heavy rare earths, opportunity 
beckoned. Thousands of Jiangxi miners streamed across 
the border. 


“It reminds me of the European colonial attitudes towards 
Africa,” said an industry analyst, speaking on condition 
of anonymity to avoid damaging ties with the Chinese 
government. “You just can’t be relying on third-world- 
type mining practices in a dictatorship like Myanmar. It’s 
not sustainable.” 


That does not bother Guo. 


In 2019, he gota call. An old contact was opening up shop 
in Myanmar and needed a technician. Would he like to 
go? 


Guo said yes, joining what he describes as a modern-day 
gold rush. He recounted primitive working conditions, 
including clouds of mosquitoes and nights spent burning 
logs in ramshackle cabins. The miners dug hundreds of 
feet deep with shovels and their bare, callused hands. 


“| lived in a virgin forest, | lived like a savage,” he said. 


He and other Chinese workers in Myanmar described a 


MYANMAR 
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web of small, unlicensed private mines that sell to China’s 
big state-owned mining conglomerates — directly or 
through trade intermediaries. When cash changes hands, 
few questions are asked. 


“I’m only responsible for digging the mountain up and 
selling it,” Guo said. “The rest is none of my business.” 
Since 2015, imports from Myanmar have grown almost 
a hundredfold, according to UN trade data. Myanmar is 
now China’s single largest source of heavy rare earths, 
making up nearly half of the supply, according to Chinese 
customs data and expert estimates. 


A few years ago, there were just two or three mines in 
Myanmar, then dozens. Today there are hundreds, and 
Guo guesses there may soon be thousands. At this pace, 
he predicts, it won’t be long before Myanmar’s rare earths 
are all gone. 


But Guo cares little about preservation or politics. 


“They talk about future generations, I’m talking about 
survival today,” he said. “We just see if we can make 
money. It’s that simple.” 


There is a name for what Myanmar has become: A 
“sacrifice zone,” or a place that destroys itself for the good 
of the world. 


The sacrifice is visible from the air, in toxic turquoise pools 
that dot the landscape covered by mountain jungles just 
a few years ago. Since rare earth clays in Myanmar are 
soft and near the surface, they can easily be scooped into 
these pools of chemicals. Satellite imagery commissioned 
by Global Witness showed more than 2,700 of these pools 
at almost 300 separate locations. 


The leaching agents have tainted tributaries of Myanmar’s 
main river, prompted landslides and poisoned the earth, 
according to witnesses, miners and local activists. Water 
is no longer drinkable, and endangered species such as 
tigers, pangolins and red pandas have fled the area. 


A villager who lives along a river some 15 miles from the 
center of the mining sites said his wife used to catch and 
sell fish. Now the few they can catch make them ill, so 
they must buy from elsewhere at higher prices instead. 
Every time he enters the water, his feet feel itchy. 


“There are no fish along the creek, not even small fishes,” 
said the villager, who asked to be anonymous for his 


safety. “Everything went extinct.” 


Militias are rampant in these northern forest frontier areas, 


with at least one tied to the Border Guard Force backed by 
the Myanmar military, or Tatmadaw. Since seizing power 
last year, the Tatmadaw is under international sanctions 
for human rights abuses, which means the rare earths 
money it gets from the militia may be going into a violent 
crackdown against civilians. 


With the armed militias in control, villagers have no 
recourse to defend their land. 


When village leaders filed a complaint about the effects 
of rare earth mining and testing on land needed for 
black cardamom, walnuts and livestock, a high-ranking 
militia leader aligned with the Border Guard Force angrily 
summoned them. He said rare earth mining would 
proceed with or without their agreement. 


“You, village leaders, should solve this issue,” he yelled as 
he pointed to the leaders, according to a recording of the 
January meeting obtained by Global Witness, which was 
shared with and verified by the AP. “Otherwise, |’ll have 
to start shooting and killing people. Do not underestimate 
me. 1am nota child — this is not child’s play.” 


The Myanmar military, militia-cowned mining companies 
and militia leaders did not respond to requests for 
comment. 


In the meantime, mining projects continue to get ever 
closer to the land villagers are trying to protect. 


“We dare not complain,” said a villager, who also asked to 
be anonymous for his safety. “If we say something ... they 
beat us. We don’t want to be in prison.” 


The militias and warlords have turned Myanmar’s frontier 
with China into a modern-day wild west, with each tiny 
fiefdom demanding a cut of the profits that flow through 
its land. 


“(The money) has to be going to people that are not nice 
people,” said an executive at a Chinese magnets maker, 
who declined to be named to speak on a sensitive topic. 
“There’s no way out of it.” 


For Dong, a Chinese miner, the hundreds of dollars he 
hands to the armed men lining the roads in Myanmar are 
the price of doing business. 

“To enter Myanmar, you pay,” he said, declining to give 
his first name to speak on a sensitive topic. “It’s all about 


the money.” 


Dong said police have told him that the rare earths he 
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extracts can only be sold to China, not to the Americans 
or Japanese, because they are China’s strategic resources. 
He is under no illusions about the damage from acids so 
strong that they corrode the shovels of his bulldozers and 
excavators — something he’d never seen before. 


“This stuff is unbelievable,” he said. “It’s definitely 
polluting.” 


As rare earths from Myanmar travel around the world, 
they pass through many hands. 


The most destructive mining is for heavy rare earths, 
which are critical to make powerful magnets heat- 
resistant. Ores are trucked across the border from illicit 
mines in Myanmar to southern China, where state-owned 
companies buy them up in sacks by the thousands. Among 
them: Minmetals, China Southern Rare Earth, and Rising 
Nonferrous Metals. 


Some 70% of China Southern’s rare earth ores came from 
Myanmar, with the rest from recycling, Jiangxi customs 
official Liu Jingjing wrote in a paper. China Southern, 
among the world’s largest processors of heavy rare earths, 
has no active mining in China, according to Liu’s paper. 
A company post highlighted how it is “seizing overseas 
rare earth resources” and “opening up” imports from 
Myanmar. 
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Minmetals, another major producer, warned 
shareholders in recent annual reports that it relied 
heavily on imports, as its one major mining project 
in China didn’t produce enough. Rising Nonferrous, 
the third company, wrote on their website in 2020 
that their trading subsidiary had won approval from 
Chinese customs to import Myanmar heavy rare earth 
ores. 


All three companies did not respond to calls, emails 
and faxes requesting comment. 


Those companies in turn supply three major magnet 
companies: Yantai Zhenghai Magnetic Material, JL 
MAG, and Zhong Ke San Huan, public agreements 
show. Rising Nonferrous also supplies Guangdong 
TDK, a joint venture with Tokyo-based TDK, one of the 
world’s largest manufacturers of cell phone, laptop, 
and hard drive components and a supplier of Apple 
and Samsung. TDK and the magnet companies did not 
respond to requests for comment. 


As the ore is transformed into magnets, it is separated, 
refined and melted, according to interviews with miners 
and magnet engineers. Along the way, materials from 
different sources often get mixed, making it difficult 
to track any particular shipment of rare earths from 
Myanmar to a specific batch of magnets. 


REDPANDA 


Chinese magnet makers often don’t know where their 
rare earths come from because many multinational 
companies don’t ask, an engineer at one company 
noted. 


“There’s never been like, where do you get your rare 
earth?” said the engineer, declining to be named to 
speak candidly. “There should be concern, but there’s 
no concern within the industry.” 


The magnet companies go on to supply intermediaries 
like components manufacturers and trading companies 
as well as big brands. The rare earths can pass through 
many more tiers of suppliers before reaching a consumer. 


“The transparency in this industry is just so poor that the 
companies don’t know,” said Kristin Vekasi, a professor 
studying rare earth sourcing at the University of Maine. 


Among global carmakers, GM, Volkswagen, and 
Mercedes said they expect suppliers to adhere to codes 
of conduct and due diligence, and Mercedes added that 
they were designing new motors to eliminate heavy 
rare earths. Ford said they conduct audits and request 
suppliers to identify sourcing. 


Hyundai denied using rare earths from Myanmar, and 
Stellantis said that “to the best of Stellantis’ knowledge,” 
their rare earth supply chains only involve operations in 
China. Some auto parts makers, including Bosch, Brose 
and Nidec, also said they were assured by the magnet 
companies that their components were free of rare 
earths from Myanmar. Others, such as Continental AG 
and BorgWarner, said they expected suppliers to adhere 
to their codes of conduct. 


However, only an order from the Chinese government 
could force companies to separate rare earths from 
Myanmar and China, according to Nabeel Mancheri, 
secretary general of the Rare Earth Industry Association. 
The group is trying to build a blockchain-based 
verification to link up international customers with the 
Chinese companies “upstream.” 


“Nothing exists on auditing the Chinese supply chain,” 
he said. “Downstream players simply rely on whatever 
certificate they get from Chinese companies.” 


Among electronics giants, Samsung said they did not 
tolerate rights violations or environmental damage 
but did not answer other specific questions about 
their suppliers. Toshiba, Panasonic and Hitachi did not 
comment on suppliers but said they would suspend 
working with businesses violating human rights. 


Thyssenkrupp said it had “initiated measures” to 
find out more about the origin of the minerals for its 
magnet supplier. Other machinery manufacturers like 
Mitsubishi did not respond. 


Among wind turbine manufacturers, Siemens Gamesa, 
which has projects in the United States and Europe, 
said it audits immediate suppliers and is preparing 
to trace those further upstream. It said “supplier 
feedbacks” showed only rare earths from China. 
Other wind companies, like Xinjiang Goldwind, did not 
respond. 


But Klinger, the expert on illicit minerals tracing, said 
the only way for a company to be certain to avoid rare 
earths from Myanmar is to have their supply chain 
“entirely outside of Myanmar, China and potentially 
outside Southeast Asia.” She said there are cleaner 
ways to mine, but they cost more — a huge hurdle in 
the cutthroat world of commodities. 


Mike Coffman, a former congressman who pushed 
for the original U.S. conflict minerals rules a decade 
ago, said he would like to see an expansion of the 
domestic supply of rare earths minerals, which is now 
before Congress. And U.S. Sen. John Cornyn, a Texas 
Republican, introduced a measure this year aimed at 
reducing U.S. reliance on China for rare earths and 
other critical minerals. 


However, alternatives are still a long way in the future. 
In 2022, the U.S. and Australian governments both 
backed domestic rare earths projects with multimillion 
dollar financing, but facilities are years and tons of 
metals behind China’s current capacity. 


Other countries with rare earths deposits are reluctant 
to mine them. Greenland’s parliament last year voted 
to halt a rare earth mining project, and efforts to 
develop a promising deposit in Sweden stalled because 
of local objections. 


In the meantime, villagers still protest in one area 
in northern Myanmar where the black cardamom 
and walnuts grow — for now. Standing in the green 
mountains under a tree, a villager made it clear why 
they continue to raise their voices even when there’s 
been no recourse for others just a few mountains away. 


“They are mining rare earth everywhere and we are no 
longer safe to drink water,” she said. “There is nothing 


to support the children. Nothing to eat.” UJ 


From The Associated Press 
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When we were wrapping up a dull evening at Purbachal, a bird began 
to sing from the bamboo fence of a nearby kiosk. It was a Lark — a 
graceful Bengal Bushlark. We stopped all our undertakings lest we 
should distract the bird. It carried on with tts magical high notes: Zreee 


zeeeo zreep tzit tzee tzee tzeeneo... 


Enam Ul Haque 


or several minutes, the Lark continued singing, and we 

kept praying for the rummaging dogs near the kiosk not 
to start a fight. The dogs did not fight; the euphoric Lark 
continued with his repertoire of high-frequency tweeters 
and chirrups. With better hearing abilities at higher 
frequencies, the dogs perhaps were enjoying the song 
more than we did. 


We knew that the Lark was not singing for the dogs or 
us. It was certainly serenading a female Bushlark. There 
must be a female Lark nearby to appreciate his song. We 
looked for her by craning our necks and looking through 
our binoculars. We found no females. 


To sing, the intrepid male Bushlarks usually perch boldly 


sf) ~HAQUE’S EYE VIEW 


at prominent places or hover some forty feet high up in 
the sky. The females attentively listen to the song while 
staying well-hidden on the ground nearby. Their streaky 
straw-brown feathers help them merge with the soil and 
dry grass exceedingly well. 


Our quiet but determined search for the female did not 
end in failure. Eventually, we found a gorgeous female 
Bushlark sitting on the ground only a few feet from where 
we stood frozen. The wide-eyed bird had been watching 
us warily from there all the time. 


To hide from us, the female Lark sat low with her belly 


on the ground. She merged with the dry grass so well 
that we could only see her big black eyes and rufous wing 


Bengal Gushlurl siiegit ggg ie ee area cei amie 
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feathers. Her camouflage was perfect, and the clever bird 
knew that she was undetectable. That was why she did 
not bolt when we fumbled with binoculars and cameras 
so close to her. 


When a male Lark sings, his mate usually sits courteously 
still and listens attentively to the song. If the listener moves 
away for any reason, the male stops singing immediately. 
Unlike humans, no respectable Lark continues to sing 
when the listeners are shuffling, yawning, picking their 
nose or checking SMS. 


Bengal Bushlark is the most widespread of the seven 
larks of Bangladesh. It lives in all our farmlands, pastures, 
fallow lands and scrublands. Beyond Bengal and Assam, 
however, it is a rare bird in most places of the Indian 
subcontinent. Remarkably, this Lark does not exist 
anywhere else in the world. 
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Quite reasonably, the Bengal Bushlark has been named 
after Bengal in many languages besides English. It is named 
‘Aounette du Bengale’ in French, ‘Cotova-de-bengala’ 
in Portuguese, and ‘Bengaalse Leewerik’ in Dutch. It is 
also called ‘Bengalenlerche’ in German, ‘Bengallerke’ in 
Norwegian, and ‘Bengallarka’ in Swedish. 


Bengal Bushlark is the only bird in the world named after 
Bengal in so many European languages. Remarkably, the 
bird was named after Bengal in no Indian language. Our 
ancestors in the subcontinent remained quite oblivious 
of the fact that the Lark lived exclusively in Bengal and 
Assam. We have recently corrected that oversight in 
Bangladesh by naming it ‘Bangla Jharvorot’. 


The male Lark at the kiosk in Purbachal suddenly stopped 
singing after its long recital. But we were not done 
listening. We prayed for the vigorous male to do an 
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encore. And the Lark did something more than that; he 
shot up into the air and started singing from the sky. 


With short fluttering wing beats, the Lark was hanging in 
the air and pouring his heart into the misty evening sky. Its 
quivering rufous wings were ablaze in the dying sunlight. 
We had witnessed the song-flight of the Lark many times 
before but never had enough of the ethereal melody 
those airborne elves were able to deliver so sublimely. 


William Wordsworth, the English romantic poet of the 
nineteenth century, in the following unrivalled verses, 
powerfully expressed what one felt while listening to a 
Lark singing in the air: 

Up with me! up with me into the clouds! 


For thy song, Lark, is strong; 

Up with me, up with me into the clouds! 
Singing, singing, 

With clouds and sky about thee ringing, 


Sadly, the song-flight of the Lark did not last long. Only after 


Bengal Bushlark singing from the sky. Photo: Enam Ul Haque 


a few minutes of pure bliss, the floating music tapered 
off, and the Lark dropped from the sky of Purbachal very 
nearly like a little piece of stone. The exhausted bird 
became invisible as soon as it landed on the ground a little 
distance from the kiosk. 


The female Bushlark rose from the ground, raised the 
tiny crest and shook her body, perhaps to shed some 
enchantments off. Her body would soon be ready 
to develop the eggs for this breeding season. Surely 
she needed to select a suitable spot on the ground in 
Purbachal to build her nest soon. 


The female Lark, however, left the ground and flew 
to a distant grove of Jibon-Gach or Indian Charcoal 
Trees. Possibly she decided to put the site selection 
off for another day. We do not know if the male will 
join her in the grove soon and chat about their nest 
site. 
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WILDTEAM’ 


UNITE TO 

SAVE THE 
MAGNIFICENT 
BENGAL TIGERS 


www.wildteam.org.bd 


WorLD ELEPHANT Day 


World Elephant Day: To Protect Elephant Required 
Ensuring Proper Accountability and Political Will 


Professor Dr. Ahmad Kamruzzaman Majumder 


he global elephant population has decreased by 62 

percent during the past decade, and extinction is 
anticipated by the end of the following decade. Every 
day, an estimated 100 African elephants are slain by 
poachers. Thousands of elephants have been killed 
because of the demand for ivory in Asian markets. 
Bangladesh also in this trend. Human-elephant 
conflict, deforestation, and food insecurity are among 
Bangladesh's leading causes of elephant mortality. In 
Bangladesh, elephants are also on the verge of extinction 
due to forest area invasion, commercialization, and the 
incompetence of the forest department. According to 
the data, approximately 150 elephants perished in the 
country over the past 25 years, from 1992 to 2021. Only 
34 elephants killed in 2021. 


Elephants are the world's largest and most powerful 
land creatures, but they are virtually nonexistent. Its 
conditionis presently especially precarious in Bangladesh 
and other nations with less forest land and population. 
Elephants continue to perish for a variety of reasons, 
including habitat degradation and escalating human 
conflicts. The International Union for the Conservation 
of Nature (IUCN) estimates that there are between 
300 and 350 elephants in the country, including the 
occasional elephant from India. The agency estimates 
that there are only 120 to 125 elephants inhabiting the 
Sherpur forest region. According to a survey conducted 
in 2004, there were 227 elephants in the Chittagong 
region. It is feared that the Asian species of elephants 
would become extinct in Bangladesh's forested areas 
as a result of ongoing poaching and odd deaths. Since 
1986, this species has been on the IUCN Red List. 


The country usually has two wild elephant ranges: the 
Garo Hills bordering Sherpur-Jamalpur-Mymensingh 
and the greater Chittagong region. The first zone is 
primarily populated by'migratory' Indian elephants. 
During the season of fruits such as paddy and jackfruit, 
the elephants migrate to the area of Bangladesh in 
search of food. In the past year, at least 35 elephants 
have been killed in the Greater Chittagong region. In 
contrast, eight of the eighteen elephants who perished 
in the Sherpur region between 2014 and 2021 were 
electrocuted, three died from gunshot wounds. Other 
reasons of elephant mortality include disease, age- 
related conditions, food poisoning, and physical asult. 
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The elephant population in Bangladesh is diminishing. 
Due to human settlement and numerous operations in 
forest areas, a great number of elephant pathways have 
been closed. When there is an obstruction in the way of 
elephants, there is conflict with humans. They are also 
targeting communities because of a lack of food. If there 
is an obstruction, they become enraged and assault 
people. Greater Chittagong contained eleven elephant 
corridors. The majority are practically closed. In addition 
to forest encroachment, the expanding cultivation of 
crops such as rice near to forests can be highlighted as 
a hazard to elephants. Due to unauthorised settlements 
in hills and forests, elephant habitat is being lost. 
Interestingly, the majority of elephant deaths happened 
during the harvest season, from July to October. Cox's 
Bazar's Ukhia and Teknaf forest regions were designated 
as restricted forests in 1931. The refuge is renowned for 
housing the endangered Asian elephant species. The 
Rohingyas, however, have settled in these regions by 
removing trees and hills. Consequently, wild elephants 
are threatened. Along the Ukhia Kutupalong Regional 
Road, there is a sign that reads in, " Wild elephant 
Corridor." The world's largest refugee camp was 
constructed by felling trees just behind the elephant 
movement Corridor . This has led to indiscriminate 
deforestation, land alteration, biodiversity loss, and 
an increase in human-animal conflict. Elephants, as 
enormous and strong animals, are retaliating against 
people for their degradation of nature. In addition to 
elephants, the biodiversity of other wild creatures, 
mammals, and birds is severely threatened. 


Elephant cruelty is becoming more frequent in the 
country. When elephants invaded the community in 
the past, people tried to scare them away by setting 
off firecrackers, lighting fires, or banging cans, but 
electric traps have uses widely over time. The animal 
accidentally touches the electrified fence and dies. 
Animals are also killed by poachers for their body parts, 
particularly their teeth. In order to protect elephants, 
the government created the "Bangladesh Elephant 
Conservation Action Plan (BECAP)" in 2018. The plan 
included six objectives, including preventing poaching 
and human-elephant conflict as well as conducting 
research to protect elephant habitat. But there has 
been no apparent precedence for its adoption messure. 
A proposal to establish a wild elephant sanctuary at 


Sherpur was brought to the Cabinet Division by the 
then-Deputy Commissioner in 2014. In this aspect, 
there is also no sign of improvement. 


The Bangladesh Nature Conservation Alliance 
(BNCA), a coordinated effort of 33 environmental 
organizations, recently conducted a _ shadowy 
investigation into elephant deaths. BNCA conducted 
a shadow investigation in Coxsabazar and found that 
more than half of the 13,065 acres of forest land in the 
Panerchhara and Dhwapalong ranges of the Coxsbazar 
South Forest Division has been illegally encroached 
upon. However, the forest department mentions the 
amount of forest land encroachment at 1202 acres. On 
top of this, about 40 elephants are trapped in an area 
of approximately 100 acres due to the destruction of 
elephant movement paths (corridors) and habitats due 
to various development activities on forest land by public 
and private organizations. Illegal settlements in the 
forest land, water barges, farms, enclosures, electricity 
connections, and other activities have threatened 
elephants and other wildlife. Due to the acute shortage 
of safe shelter, food, and water for elephants, these 
elephants have become helpless and are attacking 
people's homes and farms almost daily. Due to this, the 
elephant-human conflict is increasing day by day in that 
area, because of which people get angry and get involved 
in incidents like killing elephants. Only 16 manpower is 
handling various activities, including protection of forest 
land of Dhwapalang and Panerchara range, regular 
patrolling, creation of afforestation, and official day- 
to-day performance, which is not enough. Because of 
this, there is a huge lack of capacity in the protection 
of elephants and other wildlife of the government 
department. Apart from this, there are no remuneration 


system for Elephant Response Team (ERT) members. 
Besides, an elephant was electrocuted to death on 
November 15, 2020, in Tulabagan forest beat area of 
Panerchhara range next to the Dhwapalong range. The 
Forest Department registered a case under the Wildlife 
(Preservation and Security) Act at Ramu police station, 
accusing three people of the incident. But there was no 
progress in it. Clear negligence of the forest department 
is evident. On the other hand, shadow investigation in 
Sherpur's Sreevardi and Jhenaigati areas shows that a 
large number of people are living illegally in the forest 
land there. A hostile attitude has also been noticed 
among the illegal residents. 


‘Bangladesh Nature Conservation Alliance (BNCA)' has 
put forward 11-point recommendations to solve the 
problem in the light of shadow investigation. Elephants 
are currently an endangered species in Bangladesh. 
Emphasis should be placed on its habitat and 
surroundings. Along with that, emphasis should also be 
placed on elephant food. In Cox's Bazar, the elephants 
are killed within the elephant corridor. Marine drive, 
cantonment and Rohingya camps are causing obstacles 
in the movement of elephants. It is necessary to 
stop encroachment and pollution for the sake of our 
survival, for this political will is necessary as well as to 
ensure proper responsibilities of those responsible for 
protecting forests and wildlife. 
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SOCIETY 


Bangladesh's Online Maverick: Kabir Chowdhury Tanmoy's 
social Media Comments Take the Internet by Storm 


Abdus Sabur 


In a country where freedom of speech is often stifled, 
one man's comments on social media have taken the 
nation by storm. Kabir Chowdhury Tanmoy, a blogger, 
columnist, and political commentator from 
Bangladesh, has caused a stir in the country's online 
community with his bold, unapologetic, and 
controversial comments on current political events. 


On national online news portals, his comments on 
political news have received thousands of likes, with 
many of them going viral on social media. His followers 
eagerly await his next post, creating a sense of 
entertainment and curiosity around his persona. 


Readers have been following his take on political news, 
creating a kind of entertainment around his presence. 
In an effort to learn more about him, we delved into 
his life, and found Tanmoy is more than just a social 
media sensation. 


Born 1982 in Champak Nagar, Comilla, Tanmoy comes 
from a family with a rich history of political activism. 
His father, MA Khalek Chowdhury, fought hand-to- 
hand against Pakistani invaders in the 1971 War of 
Liberation, and his uncle, Sujat Ali Chowdhury, was 
brutally martyred by anti-independence forces. 


These experiences undoubtedly shaped Tanmoy's 
worldview and his dedication to social justice. From a 
young age, Tanmoy was active in progressive marches 
and movements, including the establishment of 
libraries and the fight for justice. 


He began his political career in student politics 
through the Comilla District Chhatra League and was 
arrested by police during the controversial 1/11 
political crisis. 


When the caretaker government attempted to ban 
Chhatra League politics, Tanmoy played an active role 
in the Chhatra Kalyan Parishad, working to sustain 
student politics. 


Tanmoy's career has been marked by his dedication to 
social causes. He has served as the Central Joint 
General Secretary and Comilla District Founder and 
President of the Bangladesh Mobile Phone Recharge 
and Banking Association and has been an active 
participant in the movement against war criminals and 
anti-humanity criminals since the beginning of the 
public awakening stage in Shahbagh. During that era, 
he has written for various blogs and played a viable 
role in social media. 
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Tanmoy has written several books, including "History 
of Bangabandhu" which was published by Black 
Publishing in 2020. The book contains the writings of 
the book "History of Bangabandhu" about Father of 
the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and 
his political philosophy, leadership, language 
movement, great liberation war and post-independent 
Bangladesh from the thoughts and philosophies of 
eminent writers, journalists, researchers, academics, 
technologists. 


But it is Tanmoy's comments on social media that have 
propelled him to national fame. His Facebook page, 
which has over a hundred thousand followers, is a 
platform for his views on politics, society, and the 
state of the nation. 


His comments are often controversial, and he is not 
afraid to take on powerful figures and institutions. His 
willingness to speak truth to power has earned him a 
devoted following and has made him a thorn in the 
side of the establishment. 


However, Tanmoy's outspokenness has also earned 
him enemies. In December 2020, he received death 
threat over the phone while he was observing the 
polls. He filed a general diary with Shahbagh Police 
Station in this regard, but no action was taken. 


Tanmoy's online presence is not limited to just his 
personal website and social media accounts. He writes 
regular columns in national dailies and online news 
portals, where he is known for his sharp critiques and 
incisive analysis of the country's political landscape. 
His work as a journalist and researcher has also earned 
him a reputation as a credible voice on the country's 
history and political philosophy. 


Despite his popularity, Tanmoy has faced backlash and 
criticism for his views, with some accusing him of 
being biased towards the ruling party. Nevertheless, 
he has remained steadfast in his beliefs and continues 
to be a vocal advocate for human rights and social 
justice. 


As Bangladesh's political climate continues to be ina 
state of flux, Tanmoy's commentary on current events 
is more relevant than ever. His unique perspective and 
fearless approach to tackling sensitive issues has 
earned him a large following, making him one of the 
most influential voices in the country's online 
community. 


With the upcoming general elections, it will be 
interesting to see how Tanmoy's online presence and 
his views on the current political climate will impact 
the country's youth political-discourse and its future.) 


Abdus Sabur is a Youth Development Practitioner and 
Independent Researcher. 
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